
Muskegon County Board of Commissioners    September 11, 2018  161 
Full Board Meeting    4:00 p.m. 
 

Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Benjamin E. Cross, Chairman  Charles Nash, Vice Chair
Marvin Engle   Robert Scolnik
Gary Foster  I. John Snider II
Susie Hughes  Rillastine R. Wilkins
Kenneth Mahoney   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 
Full Board Meeting  Tuesday, September 11, 2018

  4:00 p.m.
  

Chairman Benjamin E. Cross, Presiding 
 

The Full Board of Commissioners meeting was called to order by Chairman Cross. The 
Invocation was given by Commissioner Wilkins. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman 
Cross and recited in unison.   
 
Roll Call 
Present: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes,  

Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II,  
Rillastine Wilkins 

 
Also Present: Mark Eisenbarth, Administrator 

Jeanne Pezet, Interim Elections Coordinator 
Lisa Chalko, Administrative Coordinator 
Doug Hughes, Corporate Counsel  
 

2018-313 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA  
 
Moved by Commissioner Engle, seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the agenda. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
2018-314 APPROVE THE REGULAR MINUTES OF AUGUST 28, 2018, REGULAR AND 

CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF AUGUST 28,  2018 
 
Moved by Commissioner Engle, seconded by Commissioner Hughes, to approve the Regular 
Minutes of August 28, 2018, Regular and Closed Session Minutes of August 28,  2018. 

 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on an agenda item) 

There was no public comment on an agenda item. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The following items were provided to Commissioners for information: (See Attachment) 
 
A. Antrim County Board of Commissioners Resolution: Opposition to the 

Legalization of Marijuana for General Use 
B. Antrim County Board of Commissioners Resolution: Opposition to the 

Department of Natural Resources Plan to Eliminate Baiting and Sale of Bait 
C. Antrim County Board of Commissioners Resolution: Opposition to SB 1031 
D. County of Marquette Board of Commissioners Resolution: Support of the 

Development and Funding of the Twinning of the Poe Lock 
E. Tuscola County Board of Commissioners Resolution:  Opposition to SB 1031 
F. Tuscola County Board of Commissioners Resolution: Opposition to HB 6049 and 

SB 1025 
G. Wexford County Board of Commissioners Resolution #2018-298: Opposition to 

SB1031  
 
COMMITTEE/BOARD REPORTS 

2018-315 REQUEST PERMISSION TO ACCEPT THROUGH THE 2018 MICHIGAN 
STATE POLICE – EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY 
DIVISION (EMPG) REIMBURSEMENT FOR UP TO 35.69% OF THE 
MUSKEGON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR’S SALARY AND 
FRINGE BENEFITS 

CPS18/09-42  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to request permission to accept through the 2018 Michigan 
State Police – Emergency Management & Homeland Security Division (EMPG) reimbursement 
for up to 35.69% of the Muskegon County Emergency Services Director’s salary and fringe 
benefits. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-316 AUTHORIZE THE MUSKEGON COUNTY 14TH CIRCUIT COURT TO CREATE 

THREE NEW GRANT FUNDED RECOVERY COURT POSITIONS; 
SPECIFICALLY, A TREATMENT COURT ADMINISTRATOR (NX-00280, 
$24.229-$30.572/HR), A RECOVERY COURT COORDINATOR (NX-0220, 
$22.089 – $27.836/HR.), AND A RECOVERY COURT CASE MANAGER (NX-
00190, 20.143 – 25.38/HR.), AND TO CHANGE THE GRANT FUNDED 
HOURLY POSITION OF THE SSSPP ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TO A FULL-
TIME GRANT FUNDED SPECIALTY COURT ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
POSITION, AT ITS CURRENT PAY GRADE AND SALARY RANGE 
(POSITION N74101, NO 270, SALARY RANGE $21.005-26.436) 

CPS18/09-43 
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to authorize the Muskegon County 14th Circuit Court to 
create three new grant funded Recovery Court positions; specifically, a Treatment Court 
Administrator (NX-00280, $24.229-$30.572/hr), a Recovery Court Coordinator (NX-0220, 
$22.089 – $27.836/hr.), and a Recovery Court Case Manager (NX-00190, 20.143 – 25.38/hr.), 
and to change the grant funded hourly position of the SSSPP Enforcement Officer to a full-time 
grant funded Specialty Court Enforcement Officer position, at its current pay grade and salary 
range (Position N74101, NO 270, salary range $21.005-26.436).                                                                          
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-317 AUTHORIZE JAIL/JTC PROJECT FUNDS TO BE UTILIZED FOR THE 

KITCHEN UPGRADE; SPECIFICALLY, A COMMERCIAL STOVE/OVEN 
COMBO, VENT HOOD, AND NECESSARY MECHANICAL WORK AT THE 
JUVENILE TRANSITION CENTER AND TO REQUEST BIDS FOR THIS WORK 
TO BE COMPLETED 

CPS18/09-44  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to authorize Jail/JTC project funds to be utilized for the 
kitchen upgrade; specifically, a commercial stove/oven combo, vent hood, and necessary 
mechanical work at the Juvenile Transition Center and to request bids for this work to be 
completed.  
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-318 APPROVE THE FY 2019 CHILD CARE FUND ANNUAL PLAN AND BUDGET 

AND AUTHORIZE THE BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN 
CPS18/09-45  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to approve the FY 2019 Child Care Fund Annual Plan and 
Budget and authorize the Board Chair to sign.  (See attached) 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-319 APPROVE THE CREATION OF AN ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR 

1 POSITION FOR THE PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE (PAY TABLE NX-00288 
$23.871-$31.808/HR) WITH THE INCREASE IN COST TO THE 
PROSECUTOR’S FY2019 BUDGET (1010-0229) TO BE OFFSET BY A 
DECREASE IN COST THE CHILD CARE FUND - RESIDENTIAL BUDGET 
(2920-0665) AND CORRESPONDING DECREASE IN GENERAL FUND 
APPROPRIATION TO THE CHILD CARE FUND (1010-0901-965.292) 

CPS18/09-46  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to approve the creation of an additional Assistant Prosecutor 
1 position for the Prosecutor’s office (pay table NX-00288 $23.871-$31.808/hr) with the increase 
in cost to the Prosecutor’s FY2019 budget (1010-0229) to be offset by a decrease in cost the 
Child Care Fund - Residential budget (2920-0665) and corresponding decrease in General 
Fund Appropriation to the Child Care Fund (1010-0901-965.292).                                                                          
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-320 AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC DEFENDER’S OFFICE TO ENTER INTO THE 

FOLLOWING CONTRACTS (AND AUTHORIZE THE BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN) 
WITH SIX PRIVATE PRACTICE ATTORNEYS TO REPRESENT PARENTS 
AND CHILDREN ON NEGLECT/ABUSE AND DELINQUENCY CASES IN 
FAMILY COURT FOR THE 2018-2019 FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING ON 
OCTOBER 1, 2018 AND ENDING ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2019: LINDSEY 
MILLER AND JENNIE ROACH - $30,000; DAVID KORTERING AND ED 
WASIURA - $23,000; BELINDA BARBIER - $26,000; MANDI MARTINI - 
$19,000 

CPS18/09-47  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to authorize the Public Defender’s Office to enter into the 
following contracts (and authorize the Board Chair to sign) with six private practice attorneys to 
represent parents and children on neglect/abuse and delinquency cases in Family Court for the 
2018-2019 fiscal year beginning on October 1, 2018 and ending on September 30, 2019:   

 Lindsey Miller and Jennie Roach - $30,000 
 David Kortering and Ed Wasiura - $23,000 
 Belinda Barbier - $26,000 
 Mandi Martini - $19,000  

 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-321 APPLY FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF THE FY2019 PEDESTRIAN AND 

BICYCLE SAFETY INITIATIVE GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000.00 AND 
TO AMEND THE COUNTY BUDGET ACCORDINGLY 

CPS18/09-48  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Engle, to  apply for and acceptance of the FY2019 Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Safety Initiative Grant in the amount of $20,000.00 and to amend the County budget 
accordingly. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-322 AUTHORIZE MUSKEGON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

STAFF TO APPLY FOR THE 2019 STATE OF MICHIGAN COUNTY VETERAN 
SERVICE FUND GRANT 

HS18/09-18 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to authorize Muskegon County Department of Veterans Affairs staff to 
apply for the 2019 State of Michigan County Veteran Service Fund Grant. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-323 AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEALTH TO RECLASSIFY A PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 

POSITION TO A PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE - UNIT LEADER POSITION TO 
PROVIDE OVERSIGHT AND GUIDANCE OF DAILY WORK ACTIVITIES IN 
THE STD (SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES) AND HIV/AIDS 
PREVENTION PROGRAMS WITH NO CHANGE TO GENERAL FUND, 
EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

HS18/09-19 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to authorize Public Health to reclassify a Public Health Nurse position to a 
Public Health Nurse - Unit Leader position to provide oversight and guidance of daily work 
activities in the STD (Sexually Transmitted Diseases) and HIV/AIDS Prevention programs with 
no change to general fund, effective September 17, 2018. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-324 UPDATE THE MUSKEGON COUNTY SMOKING POLICY TO INCLUDE THE 

STATEMENT, “IN ADDITION TO TRADITIONAL TOBACCO PRODUCTS 
SUCH AS CIGARETTES AND CHEWING TOBACCO, THE POLICY ALSO 
PROHIBITS USE OF E-CIGARETTES AND VAPORIZERS” AND PROVIDE A 
LIST OF RESOURCES FOR SMOKING CESSATION RESOURCES 

HS18/09-20 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to update the Muskegon County Smoking Policy to include the statement, 
“In addition to traditional tobacco products such as cigarettes and chewing tobacco, the policy 
also prohibits use of e-cigarettes and vaporizers” and provide a list of resources for smoking 
cessation resources. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-325 AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEALTH TO PAY GVSU ANNIS WATER RESOURCES 

INSTITUTE (AWRI) TO CONDUCT FY18 GREAT LAKES BEACH WATER 
AND INLAND LAKES BEACH WATER, USING PASS THROUGH FUNDS 
RECEIVED FROM THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUALITY (MDEQ), WITH NO EFFECT ON COUNTY GENERAL FUNDS 

HS18/09-21 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to Authorize Public Health to pay GVSU Annis Water Resources Institute 
(AWRI) to conduct FY18 Great Lakes Beach Water and Inland Lakes Beach water, using pass 
through funds received from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), with 
no effect on county general funds. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-326 APPROVE AND/OR ADJUST SENIOR MILLAGE FUNDING AS FOLLOWS: 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (REDUCE BY $264,600), COMMUNITY 
ENCOMPASS (INCREASE BY $60,000), LOVE, INC. (INCREASE BY $70,000), 
SENIOR RESOURCES ($63,000 FOR MINOR HOME REPAIRS AND 
MODIFICATIONS); AND SENIOR RESOURCES ($2,500 FOR COMMUNITY 
AWARENESS SIGNS TO IDENTIFY SENIOR MILLAGE DOLLARS AT WORK) 

HS18/09-22 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to approve and/or adjust senior millage funding as follows: Habitat for 
Humanity (reduce by $264,600), Community encompass (increase by $60,000), Love, Inc. 
(increase by $70,000), Senior Resources ($63,000 for minor home repairs and modifications); 
and Senior Resources ($2,500 for community awareness signs to identify senior millage dollars 
at work). 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-327 APPROVE A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF DR. ALVEDA KING’S 

MESSAGE 
HS18/09-23 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by 
Commissioner Engle, to approve a resolution in support of Dr. Alveda King’s message.  (to be 
attached) 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-328 APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE OF $7,780,414.35, 

COVERING THE PERIOD OF AUGUST 10, 2018 THROUGH AUGUST 23, 
2018 FOR CHECKS AND JULY 1, 2018 THROUGH JULY 31, 2018 FOR P-
CARD PAYMENTS, AS PRESENTED BY THE COUNTY CLERK 

WM18/09-98  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded 
by Commissioner Engle, to approve payment of the accounts payable of $7,780,414.35, 
covering the period of August 10, 2018 through August 23, 2018 for checks and July 1, 2018 
through July 31, 2018 for P-Card payments, as presented by the County Clerk.        
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-329 AMEND THE FY2018 BUDGET AS PRESENTED  
WM18/09-99  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded 
by Commissioner Engle, to amend the FY2018 budget as presented.  (See attached) 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2018-330 APPROVE THE PROCUREMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURE MANUAL 

SECTIONS 1-10 TO BE EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2018 
WM18/09-100  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded 
by Commissioner Engle, to approve the Procurement Policy and Procedure Manual Sections 1-
10 to be effective October 1, 2018.  (See attached)                                                                    
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2018-331 AWARD THE WORK FOR REMONUMENTATION AND REMONUMENTATION 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES EQUALLY TO MOORE & BRUGGINK, 
DRIESENGA & ASSOCIATES, AND WESTSHORE CONSULTING AND 
DIRECT THE COUNTY SURVEYOR TO OVERSEE THE WORK PURSUANT 
TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE GRANT 

WM18/09-101  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded 
by Commissioner Engle, to award the work for remonumentation and remonumentation 
maintenance services equally to Moore & Bruggink, Driesenga & Associates, and Westshore 
Consulting and direct the County Surveyor to oversee the work pursuant to the terms and 
conditions of the grant.   
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Benjamin E. Cross, Marvin Engle, Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 
 
2018-332 APPOINT BRIAN MULNIX AND JEFF AUCH TO THE WHITE RIVER ZONING 

BOARD WITH TERMS THROUGH 12/31/2021 AND APPOINT 
COMMISSIONER MAHONEY TO THE ALTERNATE SLOT WITH A TERM 
THROUGH 12/31/2018 

 
The Chairman recommends, moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by Commissioner 
Mahoney, to appoint Brian Mulnix and Jeff Auch to the White River Zoning Board with terms 
through 12/31/202. 
 
2018-333 FRIENDLY AMENDMENT TO APPOINT COMMISSIONER MAHONEY TO THE 

ALTERNATE SLOT OF THE WHITE RIVER ZONING BOARD WITH A TERM 
THROUGH 12/31/2018 

 
Moved by Engle, seconded by Snider to add a friendly amendment to appoint Commissioner 
Mahoney to the alternate slot of the White River Zoning Board with a term through 12/31/2018. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
Voice vote on motion 2018-332 as amended.  Motion Carried 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
2018-335 OFFER A RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF MARTHA FERRIBY, 

DIRECTOR OF HACKLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY UPON HER RETIREMENT  
 
Moved by Commissioner Snider, seconded by Commissioner Engle, to offer a resolution in 
recognition of Martha Ferriby, Director of Hackley Public Library upon her retirement. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on a non-agenda item) 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Commissioner Nash asked that we also keep the brother of Ivan Phillips, IT Director, in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
 
2018-336 MOVED BY COMMISSION ENGLE, SECONDED BY COMMISSION 

MAHONEY, TO ADJOURN  
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:14 p.m. 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Jeanne Pezet, Interim Elections Coordinator 
 
 
JMP 

 
To be approved at the Full Board Meeting on Tuesday, September 25, 2018. 

























 

 

 R E S O L U T I O N 
Of Support of Dr. Alveda King’s Message 

Redeeming the Dream 

Life. Worth Defending. 
WHEREAS, Dr. Alveda King, is the daughter of the late civil rights activist Rev. A.D. 
King and Naomi Barber King; and 

WHEREAS, she is also the niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Alveda King is a passionate advocate for the pre-born; and 

WHEREAS, she is a voice for the Silent No More Awareness Campaign; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Alveda King sees the pro-life movement as a continuation of the civil 
rights struggle; and 

WHEREAS, she has been asked to provide the keynote speech for an educational, 
humanitarian and citywide event hosted by Muskegon Pregnancy Services; and 

WHEREAS, her topic is entitled “Redeeming the Dream:  Life. Worth Defending”; and 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners 
hereby supports Dr. Alveda King’s message being brought to the citizens of Muskegon 
County and thank her for her continued advocacy.  
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