
 

MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Human Services Committee 
AGENDA 

 

July 13, 2021 - 4:00 p.m. Marcia Hovey-Wright, Chair  

Hall of Justice, 4th Floor Zach Lahring, Vice-Chair  

990 Terrace, Muskegon, MI  

 

The Public may attend via Zoom - Connect to Zoom from your computer, tablet or smartphone at: 
https://zoom.us/j/98039010053?pwd=a1NqNS9KZFQzd29EV1NLbFhSQllMdz09 
Phone: (312) 626-6799 
Meeting ID:  980 3901 0053 
Passcode:  447249 

 
View the meeting on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/MuskegonCountyMI 

 

 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Roll Call  
 
3. Approval of Minutes of May 4, 2021 
 
4. Public Comment (on an agenda item) 
 
5. Items for Consideration 
 

  

 

 
 

   

 
 

  

 

 

 

Board Work Session 
Regarding the 

American Rescue Plan 
Begins at 3:00 p.m.

(Public Health/Kathy Moore)
To authorize Public Health to accept the Great Lakes Beach Monitoring 
Grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental, Great Lakes and 
Energy in the amount of$9,014; and to contract with Grand Valley State 
University - Annis Water Resource Institute not to exceed $8,320 for 
related sampling and testing services, with no effect on county general 
fund; and further authorize Public Health Director to sign the agreements.

(Public Health/Kathy Moore) To authorize Public Health to accept 
additional funding in the amount of $19,200 and to extend the effective
date until December 31, 2022; subcontract with GVSU Annis Water 
Resources Institute (AWRI) to conduct FY21 and FY22 Inland Beach 
Monitoring in the amount of $17,773; and authorize the Public Health 
Director to sign the related amendments with the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy and GVSU Annis Water Resources 
Institute.

(Prosecutor/DJ Hilson) To approve the Prosecutor’s request change of the 
reimbursement Cost Per Unit for the Safe Seniors Task Force and 
Collaborative to $47.07 to support 4110 units of service, and make it 
retroactive to October 1, 2020.
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6. Unfinished Business 
 
7. New Business 

 
  (Commissioner Hovey-Wright) Resolution – Censorship of County 

Commissioner 
 
8. Public Comment 
 
9. Final Board Comment 
 
10. Adjourn (call of the Chair) 
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MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Human Services Committee 

 

May 4, 2021 – 4:00 p.m. Marcia Hovey-Wright, Chair 
via Zoom Zach Lahring, Vice-Chair 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Hovey-Wright at 4:42 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Doug Brown (Muskegon), Kim Cyr (Twin Lake), Marcia Hovey-Wright (Muskegon), Susie 

Hughes (Muskegon Township), Zach Lahring (Ravenna Township), Charles Nash 
(Muskegon Township), Bob Scolnik (Norton Shores), Rillastine Wilkins (Muskegon), 
Malinda Pego (Grand Rapids) 

 
Also Present: Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator; Kathy Tharp, Administrative Coordinator 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Wilkins, supported by Commissioner Hughes, to approve the minutes of the 
April 1, 2021, meeting as written.  
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Kim Cyr, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, Charles Nash, Malinda Pego, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, 

Doug Brown, Marcia Hovey-Wright 
No: None           Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright made an announcement on how the comments would be handled during the 
meeting. 
 
Many citizens addressed the board regarding the proposed vaccine passport resolution. 
 
MSU Extension Director James Kelly presented his annual report to the Board 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
HS21/05 - 11 It was moved by Commissioner Lahring, supported by Commissioner Wilkins, to adopt the 

Muskegon County Resolution Opposing Vaccine Passports. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes:    Zach Lahring, Malinda Pego, Bob Scolnik, Doug Brown, Kim Cyr 
No: Susie Hughes, Charles Nash, Rillastine Wilkins, Marcia Hovey-Wright  Motion carried. 
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Human Services Committee 
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Page 2 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Many citizens addressed the board regarding the proposed vaccine passport resolution and one person asked 
about election integrity. 
 
FINAL BOARD COMMENT 
 
Chairman Scolnik addressed reading emails and spoke about a meeting with Mr. Tim Klein. 
 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright requested the votes be placed on the vaccine passport resolution.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business to come before the Human Services Committee, the meeting adjourned at 
6:24 p.m. 
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Muskegon‌ ‌County‌ ‌Human‌ ‌Services‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌ 
Request‌ ‌for‌ ‌Board‌ ‌Consideration‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
Suggested‌ ‌Motion:‌‌ ‌‌(State‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌exactly‌ ‌as‌ ‌it‌ ‌should‌ ‌appear‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌minutes.)‌ ‌ 

Move‌ ‌to‌ ‌authorize‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌ ‌the‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌Beach‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌Grant‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌‌ 
Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Environmental,‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌and‌ ‌Energy‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌amount‌ ‌of‌ ‌$9,014;‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌contract‌ ‌with‌ ‌Grand‌ 
Valley‌ ‌State‌ ‌University‌ ‌-‌ ‌Annis‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Resource‌ ‌Institute‌ ‌not‌ ‌to‌ ‌exceed‌ ‌$8,320‌ ‌for‌ ‌related‌ ‌sampling‌ ‌and‌ ‌testing‌‌ 
services,‌ ‌with‌ ‌no‌ ‌effect‌ ‌on‌ ‌county‌ ‌general‌ ‌fund;‌ ‌and‌ ‌further‌ ‌authorize‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌Director‌ ‌to‌ ‌sign‌ ‌the‌‌ 
agreements.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Summary‌ ‌of‌ ‌Request:‌‌ ‌‌(General‌ ‌description‌ ‌of‌ ‌financing,‌ ‌other‌ ‌operational‌ ‌impact,‌ ‌possible‌ ‌alternatives.)‌ ‌ 

Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌is‌ ‌requesting‌ ‌authorization‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌ ‌the‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌Beach‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌Grant‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌‌ 
Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Environmental,‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌and‌ ‌Energy‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌amount‌ ‌of‌ ‌$9,014;‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌subcontract‌ ‌with‌ ‌Grand‌‌ 
Valley‌ ‌State‌ ‌University‌ ‌-‌ ‌Annis‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Resource‌ ‌Institute‌ ‌(AWRI)‌ ‌for‌ ‌related‌ ‌sampling‌ ‌and‌ ‌testing‌ ‌services,‌ ‌not‌‌ 
to‌ ‌exceed‌ ‌$8,320.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

‌ 

Requestor:‌‌ ‌Kathy‌ ‌Moore‌ ‌  Committee‌ ‌Date:‌‌ ‌2021-07-13‌ ‌ 

Requesting‌ ‌Department:‌‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌  Full‌ ‌Board‌ ‌Date:‌‌ ‌2021-07-15‌ ‌ 

Budget:‌‌ ‌Budgeted‌ ‌  Agenda‌ ‌Number:‌  ‌‌HS21/07‌ ‌-‌ ‌12‌ ‌ 

Kristen‌ ‌Wade,‌ ‌HR‌ ‌Director‌ ‌Analysis‌ ‌Required?‌‌ ‌No‌ ‌  Beth‌ ‌Dick,‌ ‌Finance‌ ‌Director/Management‌ ‌Analysis:‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

Michael‌ ‌Homier,‌ ‌Corporate‌ ‌Counsel‌ ‌Analysis‌ ‌Required?‌‌ 
No‌ ‌ 

Mark‌ ‌Eisenbarth,‌ ‌County‌ ‌Administrator‌ ‌Recommendation:‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
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Muskegon‌ ‌County‌ ‌Human‌ ‌Services‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌ 
Request‌ ‌for‌ ‌Board‌ ‌Consideration‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

‌ 
Suggested‌ ‌Motion:‌‌ ‌‌(State‌ ‌the‌ ‌following‌ ‌exactly‌ ‌as‌ ‌it‌ ‌should‌ ‌appear‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌minutes.)‌ ‌ 

Move‌ ‌to‌ ‌authorize‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌ ‌additional‌ ‌funding‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌amount‌ ‌of‌ ‌$19,200‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌extend‌ ‌the‌‌ 
effective‌ ‌date‌ ‌until‌ ‌December‌ ‌31,‌ ‌2022;‌ ‌subcontract‌ ‌with‌ ‌GVSU‌ ‌Annis‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌Institute‌ ‌(AWRI)‌ ‌to‌‌ 
conduct‌ ‌FY21‌ ‌and‌ ‌FY22‌ ‌Inland‌ ‌Beach‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌amount‌ ‌of‌ ‌$17,773;‌ ‌and‌ ‌authorize‌ ‌the‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌‌ 
Director‌ ‌to‌ ‌sign‌ ‌the‌ ‌related‌ ‌amendments‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Environment,‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌and‌‌ 
Energy‌ ‌and‌ ‌GVSU‌ ‌Annis‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌Institute.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Summary‌ ‌of‌ ‌Request:‌‌ ‌‌(General‌ ‌description‌ ‌of‌ ‌financing,‌ ‌other‌ ‌operational‌ ‌impact,‌ ‌possible‌ ‌alternatives.)‌ ‌ 

Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌is‌ ‌requesting‌ ‌authorization‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌ ‌additional‌ ‌funding‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌‌ 
Environment,‌ ‌Great‌ ‌Lakes‌ ‌and‌ ‌Energy‌ ‌to‌ ‌continue‌ ‌to‌ ‌perform‌ ‌Inland‌ ‌Beach‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌activities‌ ‌through‌‌ 
December‌ ‌21,‌ ‌2022;‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌ ‌an‌ ‌additional‌ ‌$19,200‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌related‌ ‌contract‌ ‌agreement;‌ ‌to‌ ‌subcontract‌ ‌with‌‌ 
GVSU‌ ‌Annis‌ ‌Water‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌Institute‌ ‌(AWRI)‌ ‌to‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌FY21‌ ‌and‌ ‌FY22‌ ‌Inland‌ ‌Beach‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌(testing‌‌ 
and‌ ‌analysis,‌ ‌not‌ ‌to‌ ‌exceed‌ ‌$17,773);‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌authorize‌ ‌the‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌Director‌ ‌to‌ ‌sign‌ ‌the‌ ‌amendment.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

‌ 

Requestor:‌‌ ‌Kathy‌ ‌Moore‌ ‌  Committee‌ ‌Date:‌‌ ‌2021-07-13‌ ‌ 

Requesting‌ ‌Department:‌‌ ‌Public‌ ‌Health‌ ‌  Full‌ ‌Board‌ ‌Date:‌‌ ‌2021-07-15‌ ‌ 

Budget:‌‌ ‌Budgeted‌ ‌  Agenda‌ ‌Number:‌  ‌‌HS21/07‌ ‌-‌ ‌13‌ ‌ 

Kristen‌ ‌Wade,‌ ‌HR‌ ‌Director‌ ‌Analysis‌ ‌Required?‌‌ ‌No‌ ‌  Beth‌ ‌Dick,‌ ‌Finance‌ ‌Director/Management‌ ‌Analysis:‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

Michael‌ ‌Homier,‌ ‌Corporate‌ ‌Counsel‌ ‌Analysis‌ ‌Required?‌‌ 
No‌ ‌ 

Mark‌ ‌Eisenbarth,‌ ‌County‌ ‌Administrator‌ ‌Recommendation:‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
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Muskegon County Human Services Committee
Request for Board Consideration

Requestor: Dale Hilson Committee Date: 2021-07-13

Requesting Department: Prosecutor's Office Full Board Date: 2021-07-15

Budget: Agenda Number: HS21/07 - 14

Suggested Motion: (State the following exactly as it should appear in the minutes.)

Approve the Prosecutor’s request change of the reimbursement Cost Per Unit for the Safe Seniors Task Force
and Collaborative to $47.07 to support 4110 units of service, and make it retroactive to October 1, 2020.

Summary of Request: (General description of financing, other operational impact, possible alternatives.)

The Safe Seniors Task Force and Collaborative have been hard at work securing cash matches, in-kind
support and additional resources to help our efforts be sustainable. Since we now have actual pledged
commitments from local municipalities and a reduction of in-kind value, we would like to request a change of
the reimbursement Cost Per Unit to $47.07 to support 4,110 units of service, a change from $35.19 to support
5,497.49 units. This would be retroactive to October 1, 2020.

The primary reason for this request is due to the change in revenue based on contributions to the program
made by local municipalities through their allocations of Muskegon County Senior Millage funds.
The City of Norton Shores is retaining the $40,000 committed to this project for the Police Department salaries
and fringes related to Detective Morningstar. It makes it simpler if they retain these funds received from the
County to pay their employee rather than pass this contribution through AgeWell’s books.

This team has received additional grant revenue that has allowed us to shift resources and there are many
applications pending and in process for the new fiscal year. We are thrilled for the new opportunities to
enhance this program, including an expanded potential partnership with Muskegon Township.

Kristen Wade, HR Director Analysis Required? No Beth Dick, Finance Director/Management Analysis:

Michael Homier, Corporate Counsel Analysis Required?
No

Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator Recommendation:
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RESOLUTION 
Censure of County Commissioner 

 

At a regular meeting of the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners, Muskegon County, Michigan, held 
on the 15th day of July, 2021, at 4:00 p.m.  
 
 The following Resolution was offered by Commissioner Marcia Hovey-Wright and seconded by 
___________________________.  
 
 WHEREAS, on or about June 23, 2021, County Commissioner Zach Lahring published a post on 
his personal Facebook page depicting photos of Chairman Robert Scolnik from various charity functions 
with a quote “Who knew the little queer had a shoe fetish”; and 
 

WHEREAS, this is one of several Facebook posts made by Commissioner Lahring that are 
discriminatory to several categories of individuals protected by Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears that the personal Facebook page’s privacy settings were set to “public” 
because the post was commented on, tagged, shared, or copied to various other social media pages by 
many individuals other than the Commissioner Lahring; and 
 
 WHEREAS, members of the public contacted the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners, 
County Administration staff, and media outlets expressing concern and outrage about the post; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mr. Lahring apparently has shut down his personal Facebook page and/or heightened 
his Facebook page’s privacy settings; and 
 
 WHEREAS, members of the public expressed their concern that the image depicted homophobia 
and called for the immediate resignation or removal of Commissioner Lahring; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners does not have the authority to remove an elected 
Commissioner from office under such circumstances.  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners 
resolves as follows: 
 

1. We encourage elected Commissioners to consider the impact of their public expressions on 
the public’s trust in the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners.   

2. We are committed to working together to develop clear expectations for social media use and 
resolve that a Social Media Policy will be drafted for future consideration by the County of 
Muskegon.   

3. We officially censure Zach Lahring for his social media post, which was interpreted by many 
as disrespectful to Chairman Scolnik, damaged the reputation of the Chairman and diminished 
the public’s confidence in their elected officials and negatively affects the reputation of 
Muskegon County as a whole. 

 
******* 

 
The Muskegon County Board of Commissioners, at its July 15, 2021, meeting recommended approval by 
Commissioner Marcia Hovey-Wright, support by Commissioner __________________, the 
aforementioned resolution. 

 
Ayes:  
Nayes:  
 
I, Nancy A. Waters, Clerk of the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners and Clerk of the County of 
Muskegon, do hereby certify that the above Resolution was duly adopted by said Board on July 15, 2021. 
 
 
 
           
Nancy A. Waters, Clerk    Date 
County of Muskegon 
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