
Muskegon County 
Solid Waste Planning Committee 

February 6, 2023 
2:00 p.m. 

97 E. Apple Avenue 
Room 119 

Muskegon, MI 49442 
 

Sidney Shaw, Chair                             Linda Aerts, Vice Chair
  
 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER     
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Shaw at 2:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Linda Aerts, David Baker, Steven Biesiada, William Crabtree, Dave Kendrick, Sidney 

Shaw, Saxon Smith, Doug Wood 
 
Excused: Donald Ames, Commissioner Zach Lahring, Barbara Marczak 
 
Absent: Scott Huebler, Wayne Kuerth, 
 
Staff 
Present: Greg Leverence, Solid Waste Supervisor; Tina Nash, Public Works Coordinator; 

Wade VandenBosch, Public Works Director; Robert Ribbens, Environmental 
Manager 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Sidney Shaw opened the nominations for Chair of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
SWPC-23-001  Moved by Linda Aerts, seconded by Doug Wood, to nominate Sidney Shaw 

as Chair of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
There were no other nominations for Chair.   
 
Voice Vote: Motion carried 
  
Chair Shaw presiding 
 
Chair Shaw opened nominations for Vice-Chair of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
SWPC-23-002  Moved by Doug Wood seconded by Dave Kendrick, to nominate Linda Aerts 

as Vice-Chair of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
There were no other nominations for Vice Chair.  
 
Voice Vote: Motion carried 
 
Chair Shaw opened nominations for Secretary of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
SWPC-23-003  Moved by William Crabtree, seconded by Linda Aerts, to appoint Greg 

Leverence as Secretary of the Solid Waste Planning Committee. 
 
There were no other nominations for Secretary.  
 
Voice Vote: Motion carried 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
SWPC-23-004  It was moved by Steve Biesiada, seconded by William Crabtree, to approve 

the minutes of the February 7, 2022 Solid Waste Planning Committee 
meeting. 

 
Voice Vote: Motion carried 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
None 

 
SCHEDULED MATTERS 
None 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Part 115 Changes 
Greg Leverence stated, at the end of last year, the State of Michigan approved legislation that 
will change the Solid Waste Planning concept to a Material Management Planning program. 
Greg Leverence stated the law goes into effect in March 2023.  Greg Leverence stated the goal 
is to create diversion from landfills and use waste materials in other ways.   
 
Greg Leverence referenced a Q&A handout that was sent by Christina Miller, Solid Waste 
Planning Specialist with EGLE (attached).  Greg Leverence spoke to #6 of the handout and 
stated the State of Michigan will not have any templates or plans ready until their next fiscal 
year.  Greg Leverence then referenced #11 of the handout and stated there’s nothing this 
group can work on until the State of Michigan provides some guidance.  Greg Leverence stated 
more information should be available when this group meets in 2024. 
 
Chair Shaw offered to attend meetings, held by other groups, that staff thinks may be 
beneficial. 
   
Greg Leverence stated the State of Michigan is trying to focus on regional plans, counties 
working with adjacent counties. 
 
Chair Shaw requested at the next meeting the Public Works Department provide updates on 
the landfill expansion and Part 115. 
 
Linda Aerts stated West Michigan Environmental Action Committee (WMEAC) is working on a 
grant through EGLE.  Linda Aerts stated she attends these meetings which are recycling 
focused and has reached out to Morgan Carroll at GMED in regards to the business side.  
Robert Ribbens stated WMEAC is reviewing the recycling study completed in 2017 and 
determining what needs to be updated. 
 
Doug Wood asked staff if the Muskegon County would be communicating with other counties. 
Greg Leverence stated that has started through emails. 
 
Chair Shaw thanked everyone for attending. 
 
 
 



Solid Waste Planning Committee 
Minutes 
February 6, 2023 
Page 4 

 
 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Solid Waste Planning Committee the meeting 
was adjourned at 2:23 p.m. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Sidney Shaw, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preliminary Minutes 
To be approved at the next Solid Waste Planning Committee Meeting 

 










