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Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Gary Foster  Charles Nash
Marcia Hovey-Wright  Robert Scolnik
Susie Hughes  I. John Snider II
Zach Lahring  Rillastine R. Wilkins
Kenneth Mahoney   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 
Organizational Meeting  Thursday, January 3, 

  3:30 p.m.
 

Deputy County Clerk Jeanne Pezet, Presiding 
 
The Organizational Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order by Deputy 
County Clerk Jeanne Pezet. The Invocation was given by Commissioner Wilkins.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Commissioner Nash and recited in unison.   
 
Ms. Pezet noted that County Clerk Waters who would otherwise be Chairing the Organizational 
Meeting was present but losing her voice so, as one of the County Clerk Deputies, Ms. Pezet 
has been asked to Chair. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, 

Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II,  
Rillastine Wilkins  

 
Also Present: Mark E. Eisenbarth, Administrator 

Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk 
Jeanne Pezet, Interim Elections Coordinator 
Lisa Chalko, Administrative Coordinator 
Doug Hughes, Corporate Counsel 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on an agenda item) 
 
Tony Barnes, Dalton Township Supervisor, addressed the Board regarding item #7 on the 
Agenda, Election of Chair, requesting open transparency and urging the vote for the Board 
Chair to be an open process, not by secret ballot. 
 
2019-1  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ADOPTION OF THE RULES OF THE 

MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 2019  
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to adopt the 
Resolution authorizing adoption of the Rules of the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners 
for 2019.  (Board Rules may be reviewed at the following website: 
https://mi-muskegoncounty.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/177/Rules-of-the-Muskegon-
County-Board-of-Commissioners ) 
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2019-2  MOVE THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING START TIME TO 3:00 P.M. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Foster, seconded by Commissioner Hughes, to move the County 
Commissioner Meeting start time to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
2018-3   FRIENDLY AMENDMENT TO MOVE THE COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

MEETING START TIME TO 3:30 P.M. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Snider, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve a friendly 
amendment to move the County Commissioner Meeting start time to 3:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright suggested accommodating the working people to make the 
meeting later. 
 
Commissioner Foster noted that the building closes at 5:00 p.m. and staff overtime is required 
when meetings go later than 5 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Nash stated that since having the meetings at 4:00 there have been more 
meetings and work sessions and changing the time would be a disservice. 
 
Roll Call on the friendly amendment to move the meeting start time to 3:30 p.m.: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Bob Scolnik,  
 I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: Hovey-Wright, Charles Nash  Motion Carried 
 
2019-4  CHANGE THE TERM FOR THE BOARD CHAIR FROM A ONE-YEAR TERM 

TO A TWO-YEAR TERM 
 
Moved by Commissioner Foster, seconded by Commissioner Snider, to change the term for the 
Board Chair from a one-year term to a two-year term. 
 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright asked why the change is suggested.  Commissioner Foster 
indicated it would provide continuity in leadership when issues are being made in the middle of 
the Commissioner’s two-year term. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, Bob Scolnik, I. John 

Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash  Motion Carried 
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2019-5  APPROVE THE MUSKEGON BOARD RULES FOR 2019 AS AMENDED 
 
Moved by Commissioner Hughes, seconded by Commissioner Snider, to approve the 
Muskegon Board Rules for 2019 as amended. 
 
Roll Call: 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, 

Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins 
 
No: None      Motion Carried 
 
Deputy County Clerk Pezet opened the Nominations for Board Chair. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney to Nominate Commissioner Nash as County Chair. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Foster to Nominate Commissioner Hughes as County Chair. 
 
2019-6  VOTE FOR COUNTY CHAIR BY SECRET BALLOT 
 
Moved by Commissioner Snider, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to vote for County 
Chair by secret ballot. 
 
Roll Call:  
Yes:  Kenneth Mahoney, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Charles Nash 
 
No: Robert Scolnik, Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring 
 
       Motion Defeated 
 
Corporate Counsel Doug Hughes commented on the process for voting for Chair. 
 
2019-7  CLOSE THE NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIR AND PROCEED WITH THE 

BALLOTING PROCESS 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Snider, to close the 
nominations for Chair and proceed with the balloting process. 
 
Voice Vote      Motion Carried 
 
Roll Call Vote for Board Chair: 
 
Commissioner Scolnik – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Snider – vote for Nash 
Commissioner Wilkins – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Foster – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Hughes – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Lahring – vote for Hughes 
Commissioner Mahoney – vote for Nash 
Commissioner Nash – vote for Nash 
 
 Commissioner Hughes – 6 votes Commissioner Nash – 3 votes 
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It is determined that Commissioner Hughes is elected as Chair to the Muskegon County Board 
of Commissioners. 
 
Deputy County Clerk Pezet issued the Oath of Office to Commissioner Hughes and 
congratulated her as Chair to the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners and she passed 
the gavel for the new Chair to continue the meeting. 
  
Chair Susie Hughes presiding. 
 
Chair Susie Hughes thanked Commissioners for their confidence.   
 
Chair Susie Hughes opened the floor for Nominations for Vice Chair to the Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Scolnik, to nominate Commissioner Snider as Vice Chair. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Wilkins, to nominate Commissioner Foster as Vice Chair. 
 
There being no other nominations. 
 
2019-8  CLOSE THE NOMINATIONS FOR VICE CHAIR AND PROCEED WITH THE 

BALLOTING PROCESS  
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to close the nominations 
for Vice Chair and proceed with the balloting process. 
 
Voice Vote      Motion Carried 
 
Roll Call Vote for Board Vice Chair 
 
Commissioner Foster – Vote for Commissioner Foster 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright – Vote for Commissioner Foster 
Commissioner Hughes – Vote for Commissioner Foster 
Commissioner Lahring – Vote for Commissioner Foster 
Commissioner Mahoney – Vote for Commissioner Snider 
Commissioner Nash – Vote for Commissioner Snider 
Commissioner Scolnik – Vote for Commissioner Snider 
Commissioner Snider – Vote for Commissioner Snider 
Commissioner Wilkins – Vote for Commissioner Foster 
 
 Commissioner Foster – 5 Votes Commissioner Snider – 4 Votes 
 
It is determined that Commissioner Foster is elected as Vice Chair to the Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Chair Hughes congratulated Commissioner Foster as new Vice Chair to the Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
Deputy County Clerk Pezet issued the Oath of Office to Commissioner Foster and congratulated 
him as Vice Chair to the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners. 
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2019-9  ADOPT THE CALENDAR FOR THE MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS WITH MEETINGS BEGINNING AT 3:30 P.M.  
 
Moved by Commissioner Snider, seconded by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, to adopt the 2019 
Calendar for the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners with meetings beginning at 3:30 
p.m. (See attached). 
 
Voice Vote      Motion Carried 
  
2019-10  ADOPT THE ADMINISTRATIVE SETTLEMENT AUTHORITY 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Foster, to adopt the 
Administrative Settlement Authority. (See attached). 
 
Voice vote.      Motion Carried 
 
2019-11  APPROVE THE COUNTY BOARD CONTRIBUTION POLICY 
 
Moved by Commissioner Foster, seconded by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, to approve the 
County Board Contribution Policy. (See attached). 
 
Voice vote.      Motion Carried 
 
2019-12 APPROVE THE 2019 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS/CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
Moved by Commissioner Foster, seconded by Commissioner Snider, to approve the 2019 
Committee assignments/Chair and Vice-Chair Appointments. (See attached) 
 
Chair Hughes noted that the Public Works Board is a statutory 9-person board made up of the 
Drain Commissioner and all Commissioner except the Board Chair, however, at this time 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright will sit off and all remaining Commissioners will serve on the 
Public Works Board.  There are two non-voting members from the Solid Waste Planning 
Committee, one representing the Townships – Jennifer Hernandez from Muskegon Charter 
Township and one representing the Cities – Leann Miksell from the City of Muskegon. 
  
Voice vote.      Motion Carried 
 
Chair Hughes requested additional time to review the Commissioner Liaison appointments and 
will have this motion at the next Full Board on January 15, 2019. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ellen Beal addressed the Board conveying her disappointment in the way the meeting rules 
were amended, without the public having opportunity to comment on the change in meeting 
time.  Ms. Beal noted she had been a member of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners 
which held their meetings at 7:00 p.m. and Committee meetings at 5:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. to 
allow the public to attend as well as allow working people to run and serve on the County Board.  
She further noted that arrangements could be made for building hours and staff comp time to 
allow these changes. 
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Chair Hughes recognized Elected officials in the audience: 
State Representative Terry Sabo,  
Heidi Tice - Fruitport Township Supervisor,  
Jennifer Hernandez - Muskegon Charter Township Supervisor,  
Elmer Hoyle – Ravenna Township Supervisor,  
Sheriff Michael Poulin, and 
County Clerk Nancy A. Waters. 
 
Also in attendance:  Muskegon County Emergency Manager Rich Warner, Bob Lukens from the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Kathy Moore – Public Health Director, Kristin Wade – Human 
Resources Director, Ivan Phillips – IT Director, Sandra Vanderhyde – Circuit Court 
Administrator, Matt Farrar – Public Works Director, Patrick Finnegan – District Court 
Administrator, and Undersheriff Ken Sanford. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:56 p.m. 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Nancy A. Waters, Muskegon County Clerk 
 
NAW/jmp 
 

To Be Approved at Full Board Meeting on Tuesday, January 15, 2019 
 
 



2019 MUSKEGON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING SCHEDULE

 
 
Full Board 
Tues. January 15th  
Tues. January 29th   
 
Tues. February 12th   
Tues. February 26th    
 
Tues. March 12th  
Thurs. March 21st  
 
Tues. April 16th 
Tues. April 30th    
 
Tues. May 14th  
Thurs. May 23rd       
 
Tues. June 11th   
Tues. June 25th   
 
Tues. July 16th  
Tues. July 30th    
 
Tues. August 13th  
Thurs. August 22nd     
 
Tues. September 10th  
Tues. September 24th   
 
Tues. October 8th  
Tues. October 22nd      
 
Tues. November 12th 
Thurs. November 21st     
 
Tues. December 10th  
Thurs. December 19th    

Community Development & 
Transportation & Ways & 
Means 
Tues. January 22nd      
 
 
Tues. February 19th      
 
 
Tues. March 19th     
 
 
Tues. April 23rd      
 
 
Tues. May 21st   
 
 
Tues. June 18th      
 
 
Tues. July 23rd     
 
 
Thurs. August 15th      
 
 
Tues. September 17th     
 
 
Tues. October 15th 
 
 
Tues. November 19th   
 
 
Tues. December 17th 
 

Courts/Public Safety & 
Human Services 
 
Tues. January 8th 
 
 
Tues. February 5th   
 
 
Tues. March 5th    
 
 
Tues. April 9th     
 
 
Tues. May 7th      
 
 
Tues. June 4th     
 
 
Tues. July 9th 
 
 
Tues. August 6th   
 
 
Tues. September 3rd   
 
 
Tues. October 1st     
 
 
Tues. November 5th    
 
 
Tues. December 3rd     
 

Public Works &  
Ways & Means 
 
Thurs. January 10th 

 
 
Thurs. February 7th 
 
 
Thurs. March 7th 
 
 
Thurs. April 11th 
 
 
Thurs. May 2nd   
 
 
Thurs. June 6th 
 
 
Thurs. July 11th 
 
 
Thurs. August 1st  
 
 
Thurs. September 5th 
 
 
Thurs. October 3rd  
 
 
Thurs. November 7th   
 
 
Thurs. December 5th   
 

 
All meetings are held in the 
Board of Commissioners’ 
Room on the 4th Floor of the 
Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 
Muskegon at 3:30 PM unless 
otherwise noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The County of Muskegon will 
provide necessary 
reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services, such as 
signers for the hearing 
impaired and audio tapes of 
printed materials being 
considered at the meeting 
upon 24 hours’ notice by 
writing or calling the County 
Administrator,  990 Terrace 
Street, Muskegon, MI 49442; 
231.724.6520 
 

Special meetings & 
changes to this 
schedule will be 
posted 18 hours in 
advance at the Hall of 
Justice, 4th Floor and 
also posted on 
Twitter.  For further 
info, call 724-6520 
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Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Susie Hughes, Chairman  Gary Foster, Vice Chair
Marcia Hovey-Wright  Robert Scolnik
Zach Lahring  I. John Snider II
Kenneth Mahoney  Rillastine R. Wilkins
Charles Nash   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 
Full Board Meeting  Tuesday, October 8, 2019 

  3:30 p.m.
 

Chairman Susie Hughes, Presiding 
 
The Full Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Susie 
Hughes. An invocation was given by Pastor Wally Reams, Central Assembly of God, 896 Home 
Street, Muskegon, MI 49442. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Nash and 
recited in unison.   
 
Roll Call 
Present: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring,  

Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, I. John Snider II,  
Rillastine R. Wilkins 

 
Also Present: Mark E. Eisenbarth, Administrator 

Jeanne Pezet, Deputy County Clerk 
Linda Larsen, Chief Deputy County Clerk 
Michael D. Homier, Corporate Counsel 

 
2019-381 APPROVE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the agenda. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
2019-382 APPROVE THE BOARD MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 
 
Moved by Vice Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, to approve the Board 
Minutes of September 24, 2019. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on an agenda item) 
 
There was no public comment on an agenda item. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following Communications were provided to Commissioners for information: 
 

A. Baraga County Board of Commissioners Resolution:  
Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners Resolution: 
Mackinac County Board of Commissioners Resolution: 
Menominee County Board of Commissioners Resolution: 
Support Enbridge Proposed Tunnel Replacement Project Urging the State of 
Michigan to Work with Enbridge to Complete the Tunnel Project Quickly Without 
Disrupting Line 5 Service 
 

B. Baraga County Board of Commissioners Resolution: 
Lake County Board of Commissioners Resolution: 
Opposition to the Trial Court Funding Commission Interim Report 
 

C. Baraga County Board of Commissioners Resolution:  Support Providing Michigan 
Voters with Full Information About Their Candidates for County Commissioner 
and Oppose Forcing a Candidate for County Commissioner to Run as a “Non-
Partisan” Candidate 
 

Commission Hovey-Wright indicated she is opposed to Communication Items A and C above. 
 
COMMITTEE/BOARD REPORTS 
 
2019-383 ACCEPT, THROUGH THE 2019 MICHIGAN STATE POLICE – EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY DIVISION (EMPG), 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR UP TO 35.69% OF THE MUSKEGON COUNTY 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR’S SALARY AND FRINGE BENEFITS 

CPS19/10-48  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to accept, through the 2019 Michigan State Police – 
Emergency Management & Homeland Security Division (EMPG), reimbursement for up to 
35.69% of the Muskegon County Emergency Services Director’s salary and fringe benefits. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-384 APPROVE THE PROSECUTOR TO ACCEPT THE FY2020 CRIME VICTIM 

RIGHTS NAVIGATOR GRANT, TO APPROVE THE CREATION OF A FULL-
TIME CRIME VICTIM RIGHTS NAVIGATOR (PAY TABLE NO-00165 $15.590-
$19.629), AND APPROVE THE PROPOSED CRIME VICTIM RIGHTS 
NAVIGATOR POSITION DESCRIPTION 

CPS19/10-49 
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the Prosecutor to accept the FY2020 Crime 
Victim Rights Navigator grant, to approve the creation of a full-time Crime Victim Rights 
Navigator (pay table NO-00165 $15.590-$19.629), and approve the proposed Crime Victim 
Rights Navigator position description. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-385 ACCEPT THE INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT FOR LAW 

ENFORCEMENT SERVICE BETWEEN MICHIGAN WORKS! WEST CENTRAL 
AND THE MUSKEGON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE. FUNDING FOR THE 
FIRST AND SECOND YEARS OF THE AGREEMENT IS $16,560 FOR EACH 
YEAR, OCTOBER 1, 2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 

CPS19/10-50 
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to accept the Independent Contractor Agreement for Law 
Enforcement Service between Michigan Works! West Central and the Muskegon County 
Sheriff’s Office. Funding for the first and second years of the agreement is $16,560 for each 
year, October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2021.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-386 APPROVE THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO UTILIZE A PORTION OF THE 

REMAINING JAIL PROJECT FUNDS TO PURCHASE A ONE-YEAR 
SOFTWARE SUPPORT PACKAGE EXTENSION FOR THE GTL – VIDEO 
VISITATION SYSTEM 

CPS19/10-51  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the Sheriff’s Office to utilize a portion of the 
remaining jail project funds to purchase a one-year software support package extension for the 
GTL – Video Visitation System.   
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-387 APPROVE THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO ACCEPT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

2020 SECONDARY ROAD PATROL GRANT FROM THE OFFICE OF 
HIGHWAY SAFETY PLANNING IN THE AMOUNT OF $135,150 

CPS19/10-52  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Snider, 
seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the Sheriff’s Office to accept for the Fiscal Year 
2020 Secondary Road Patrol grant from the Office of Highway Safety Planning in the amount of 
$135,150. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-388 AUTHORIZE VFW POST 446 TO PLACE THE PROPOSED VFW POST 446 

MONUMENT BENCH AND MEMORIAL MONUMENT IN VETERANS 
MEMORIAL PARK ON THE SAME CONCRETE PAD AS THE MONUMENT 
OPPOSITE OF THE PURPLE HEART MONUMENT ON THE SOUTH END OF 
THE PARK, WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE COUNTY OF 
MUSKEGON WILL INCUR NO COSTS IN THE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, 
PLACEMENT, AND PERPETUAL CARE OF THE MONUMENT 

HS19/10-26 
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize VFW Post 446 to place the proposed VFW 
Post 446 Monument Bench and Memorial Monument in Veterans Memorial Park on the same 
concrete pad as the monument opposite of the Purple Heart Monument on the South end of the 
Park, with the understanding that the County of Muskegon will incur no costs in the design, 
manufacture, placement, and perpetual care of the Monument. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-389 AUTHORIZE MUSKEGON COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

STAFF TO APPLY FOR THE 2020 STATE OF MICHIGAN COUNTY VETERAN 
SERVICE FUND GRANT 

HS19/10-27  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize Muskegon County Department of Veterans 
Affairs staff to apply for the 2020 State of Michigan County Veteran Service Fund Grant. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-390 ACCEPT THE “AGREEMENT FOR EXTENSION SERVICES” 

SUBMITTED BY MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY (MSU) EXTENSION 
FOR FY2020 PROGRAMS AND SERVICES; AND AUTHORIZE THE 
BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN 

HS19/10-28  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to accept the “Agreement for Extension Services” 
submitted by Michigan State University (MSU) Extension for FY2020 programs and services; 
and authorize the Board Chair to sign. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-391 AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEALTH TO ACCEPT A $15,000 GRANT FROM THE 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR MUSKEGON COUNTY TO PURCHASE 
TWO SPOT VISION SCREENERS WITH NO INCREASE IN THE GENERAL 
FUND APPROPRIATION 

HS19/10-29  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize Public Health to accept a $15,000 grant 
from the Community Foundation for Muskegon County to purchase two Spot Vision Screeners 
with no increase in the general fund appropriation. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-392 APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE OF $15,822,387.45, 

COVERING THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 
19, 2019 FOR CHECKS AND AUGUST 1, 2019 THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2019 
FOR P-CARD AND EFT PAYMENTS, AS PRESENTED BY THE COUNTY 
CLERK 

WM19/10-122 
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve payment of the accounts payable of $15,822,387.45, covering the 
period of September 6, 2019 through September 19, 2019 for checks and August 1, 2019 
through August 31, 2019 for P-Card and EFT payments, as presented by the County Clerk.        
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Zack Lahring, Charles Nash Motion Carried 
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2019-393 APPROVE RENEWAL OF ASSESSMENT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 

PROVIDED BY THE EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT TO THE CITY OF 
ROOSEVELT PARK AND AUTHORIZE THE CHAIR OF THE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT PREPARED BY THE 
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE THE SERVICES 

 
WM19/10-124  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve renewal of Assessment Administration Services provided by the 
Equalization Department to the City of Roosevelt Park and authorize the Chair of the County 
Board of Commissioners to execute an agreement prepared by the Equalization Department to 
provide the services. 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-394 AUTHORIZE STAFF TO ISSUE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

VENDING SERVICES AT THE HALL OF JUSTICE 
WM19/10-125  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to authorize staff to issue a request for proposals for vending services at the 
Hall of Justice. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-395 RENEW THE CONTRACT WITH DELTA DENTAL AS THE SELF-INSURED 

DENTAL PROVIDER FOR ACTIVE EMPLOYEES AND FULLY-INSURED 
DENTAL PROVIDER FOR RETIREES FROM JANUARY 1, 2020-DECEMBER 
31, 2021 

WM19/10-126  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to renew the contract with Delta Dental as the self-insured dental provider for 
active employees and fully-insured dental provider for retirees from January 1, 2020-December 
31, 2021.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-396 RENEW THE CONTRACT WITH BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF MICHIGAN 

(BCBSM) AS THE MEDICAL AND PRESCRIPTION INSURANCE BENEFIT 
PROVIDER FROM JANUARY 1, 2020 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021 FOR 
ACTIVE EMPLOYEES AND PRE-65 RETIREES 

WM19/10-127  

The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to renew the contract with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan (BCBSM) as 
the medical and prescription insurance benefit provider from January 1, 2020 through 
December 31, 2021 for active employees and pre-65 retirees.  

 

Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
2019-397 APPROVE THE VENDOR AND CONTRACTOR RELATIONSHIPS OUTLINED 

IN THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE UNDER EXISTING ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
THE TIME PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 

WM19/10128  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve the vendor and contractor relationships outlined in the attached 
schedule under existing arrangements for the time period of October 1, 2019 through 
September 30, 2020.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
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2019-398 AUTHORIZE THE MUSKEGON COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO PREPARE 

THREE RESOLUTIONS FOR REVIEW BY THE MUSKEGON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR LEGISLATIVE DISBURSEMENT 
REGARDING RECENT STATE BUDGET CUTS SPECIFIC TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES AND ENERGY 
($15MILLION CUT), COUNTY JAIL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM ($414,000 
CUT), AND THE SECONDARY ROAD PATROL ($131,000 CUT) 

[Formerly Motion #WM19/09 – 115] 
WM19/10-129  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to authorize the Muskegon County Administrator to prepare three resolutions 
for review by the Muskegon County Board of Commissioners for legislative disbursement 
regarding recent state budget cuts specific to the Department of Environment, Great Lakes and 
Energy ($15million cut), County Jail Reimbursement Program ($414,000 cut), and the 
Secondary Road Patrol ($131,000 cut).  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
The following motion was defeated at Committee: 
WM19/10-123 To authorize the County Administrator to offer three (3) one (1) day Personal 
Days as silent auction items at the Employee Picnic on October 5, 2019. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 
 
Chairman Susie Hughes announced the following events; 

 
A. Tempting Tables to Benefit Breast Cancer Research - October 9th @ 9:30 a.m. 

through October 12th @ 4 p.m. at the Delta Hotel by Marriot:   
http://www.temptingtables.org/home.html 
 

B. Annual Pumpkinfest Celebration Featuring the Well-Known Pumpkin Roll Down 
Ferry Street – A Full Day of Family-Friendly Fun (Pumpkin Roll, Pumpkin Painting 
and Carving, Pumpkin Seed Spitting Contest, Hay Rides, Bake Sale, Apple Cider, 
Food Fenders) – October 12th, Downtown Montague, Ferry Street:  
https://www.whitelake.org/event/pumpkinfest‐2/2019‐10‐12/ 

 
C. Fall Festival for Foster Care – Saturday, October 12th from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

Join Arbor Circle at Smith Ryerson Park for the Event to Recruit Foster Families 
Across Muskegon.  Includes DJ, Bounce House, Food, and Family Friendly Activities 
https://visitmuskegon.org/event/fall‐festival‐for‐foster‐care/ 

 
D. 15th Annual Depot to Depot Fall Color Tour – Saturday, October 12th from 10:00 a.m. 

– 4:00 p.m.  Drive your Car or Ride Your Bike Along a Self-Guided Route that 
Stretches from Muskegon’s South Pierhead to the White River Light Station.  Pick up 
a map at the CVB or the White Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
https://visitmuskegon.org/event/22220/2019‐10‐12/ 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Administrator Eisenbarth provided an update on the State Budget.   
 
Commissioner Mahoney urged people to contact their legislators and the Governor’s Office and 
urge them to negotiate the budget. 
 
Chairman Hughes remind everyone that Full Service Saturday is this Saturday and several 
County Offices will be open for those who cannot get here during the week.  Chairman Hughes 
thanked the Clerk and other offices in the County for providing this service.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Commissioner Mahoney reminded the Board of Commissions that on October 15, 2019, the 
Board will be meeting in Montague Township.  The Transportation, Ways and Means, and 
Community Development Committees will be on the agenda. 
 
Commissioner Lahring challenged the Board rule regarding two or more Board members to 
make a motion based on the stance it is uninterpretable the way it is and he would like to have 
that motion vacated and asked that Corporate Counsel give an interpretation on the rule.  
Motion failed due to no second. 
 
Commissioner Nash asked that everyone contact their legislators to get the vote across to 
prevent changes to the licensing with LARA for LPCs. 
 
Commissioner Scolnik asked why the seats have been removed from the sides of the room.  
Administrator Eisenbarth stated the capacity for the room is 70 people but there are not 70 
chairs so this allows room for audience members to stand on the side.   
       
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Nash wanted to comment that they could all take a look at the changes the State 
is trying to make regarding licensing with LARA for the LPC’s with those in the State. 
Commissioner Nash indicated that Muskegon County has a high opioid rate and substance 
abuse rate and there is a lack of counselors or license professionals that can work with these 
people.  Commissioner Nash urged everyone to call their legislators to be sure the licensing 
doesn’t change.   
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2019-399 ASK THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO GET LEGAL COUNSEL ON 

MOVING HEALTHWEST TO AN AUTHORITY AND COME BACK WITH A 
SOLUTION OR A RECOMMENDATION WITHIN 30 DAYS 

 
Moved by Vice Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Lahring, to ask the County 
Administrator to get legal counsel on moving HealthWest to an Authority and come back with a 
solution or a recommendation within 30 days.   
 
Commissioner Mahoney stated he would rather have the study in place before moving forward 
on making a recommendation.  Commissioner Nash stated that it should be discussed by the 
Board prior to the recommendation. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins,  
 Marcia Hovey-Wright,  Motion Failed 
 
Chairman Hughes agreed with Commissioner Nash that there should be a work session about 
the legal options and what that would do.  Commissioner Hovey-Wright asked that Julia Rupp, 
HealthWest Director, be included in that meeting. 
 
Commission Lahring asked that all Commissioners would make it to the meeting on time, stating 
he takes off work to be at these meetings.   
 
County Administrator Eisenbarth asked Bob Lukens, Community Development Director, to 
discuss the new flight schedule that is being purposed for the Muskegon Airport.  Mr. Lukens 
stated the United States Department of Transportation and the FAA proposed a schedule for the 
EAS System at the Muskegon County Airport.  There was one airline, SkyWest Airlines (United 
Express), which submitted a proposal. The proposal allows for a seasonal schedule which 
would eliminate the return overnight flight.  The new proposed schedule would begin on 
February 1, 2020.  It would be a seasonal schedule that would have 11 or 12 flights every day, 
January 6th through June 3rd and October 1 to December 16.  In the summertime, it would be 
June 4 through August 17, there would be three flights a day on most days.   
 
2019-400 APPROVE THE SKYWEST AIRLINES EAS PROPOSAL FOR SEASONALLY 

VARIABLE WEEKLY FLIGHT SCHEDULES FOR THE SERVICE.  BETWEEN 
THE MUSKEGON COUNTY AIRPORT AND CHICAGO O’HARE 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

 
Moved Commissioner Wilkins, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve the SkyWest 
Airlines EAS proposal for seasonally variable weekly flight schedules for the service between 
the Muskegon County Airport and Chicago O’Hare International Airport  
 
Commissioner Snider asked about a cost savings for implementing the proposal.  Mr. Lukens 
indicated there will be a cost savings as there will no longer be a need to have round the clock 
fire coverage.  Although there will be a motion coming through at the next Transportation 
meeting to increase some of the maintenance staff at the airport because we are down about 
two positions. 
 
Voice Vote: Motion Carried 
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Commissioner Foster asked for an update from Ivan Phillips for an update on the video program 
to record the Board of Commissioners board meetings.  Ivan Phillips, IT Director, gave an 
update indicating that the shipment will be coming from a New York distributor, which has been 
closed because of a Jewish holiday (Yom Kippur), but he believes the equipment should be 
shipped this coming Thursday.  Commissioner Scolnik noted that, for Orthodox Jewish people, 
Yom Kippur is the Holiest day of the year and from Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New Year) 
through Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement), Orthodox Jews do not work. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chris Poniatowski from the Disability Justice League indicated she and several other members 
have signed a petition because they do not approve the new MATS routing proposal.  Ms. 
Poniatowski stated she presented a unofficial petition stating the proposed MATS routing 
proposal would not be beneficial. 
 
Shannon Donley, representing the MDP Environment Caucus, addressed the Board of 
Commissioners in opposition to Communication item A. Baraga County Board of 
Commissioners Resolution supporting the Enbridge proposed tunnel replacement.  Ms. Donley 
stated she believes a vote of yes on this proposal would be interfering with ongoing litigation 
with Enbridge and the State of Michigan.   
 
Gail Eichorst and Sandy Glore, addressed the Board members about the lack of recycling 
facilities available.  They would like some suggestions to encourage recycling facilities to come 
back to Muskegon to provide a recycling system. 
 
Sean Collins, thanks Commissioners for listening to him and also thanked Commissioner 
Lahring for standing with ICE.  Mr. Collins stated he is appalled that there is no support for ICE 
in Muskegon County.  .  
 
Commissioner Nash indicated there was a recycling program through Muskegon County and 
wondered if that program was still active.  Administrator Eisenbarth stated that each municipality 
has its own recycle program. Matt Farrar, Public Works Director, stated that it is his 
understanding that City of Muskegon is reinstituting Citywide recycling.  Administrator 
Eisenbarth asked that Mr. Farrar report at the next Commissioner meeting when recycling will 
take effect.  It was noted that Cedar Creek Township has received a grant and will  be instituting 
the recycling program.  Vice Chair Foster thanked Mr. Farrar for working with Cedar Creek 
Township to get this program in Cedar Creek.   
 
Commissioner Nash also wanted to address the individual who spoke regarding the MATS bus 
route indicating they are still taking surveys and that it is a proposal.  The MATS survey is 
available at https://matsbus.com/.   
 
Chairman Hughes indicated that Commissioners received the petition and poster regarding the 
MATS bus routes and thanked the Disability Justice League for their input.   
 
Commissioner Lahring ask if the question and answer session will be added as a regular part of 
the meeting agendas in the future.  Administrator Eisenbarth indicated it is in the board policies 
they are working on to adopt. 
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2019-401 GO INTO CLOSED SESSION:  PURSUANT TO MCL 15.268(H): TO DISCUSS 

A WRITTEN CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL OPINION 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Scolnik, to go into Closed 
Session:  Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h): To Discuss a Written Confidential Legal Opinion 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None Motion Carried 
 
Went into closed session at:  4:13 p.m. 
 
Returned to open session at:  4:29 p.m. 
 
2019-402 APPROVE THE AGREEMENT TO REDEEM LIABILITY REGARDING THE 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIM OF MR. JOHN JENKINS IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $120,000, PLUS REASONABLE AND 
CUSTOMARY FILING FEES, COSTS AND EXPENSES, AND TO AUTHORIZE 
AND DIRECT CORPORATE COUNSEL AND STAFF TO EXECUTE ANY AND 
ALL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO RESOLVE CLAIM. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve the agreement 
to redeem liability regarding the Workers’ Compensation Claim of Mr. John Jenkins in an 
amount not to exceed $120,000, plus reasonable and customary filing fees, costs and 
expenses, and to authorize and direct corporate counsel and staff to execute any and all 
documents required to resolve claim. 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Sheriff Poulin addressed the Board indicating the Deputy Jenkins is an almost 20 year 
employee who served our County and community very well.  In 2013 Deputy Jenkins had a scull 
fracture during a jail escape and had some short-term memory issues.  Deputy Jenkins returned 
to work and without this current injury, he would have finished his career with the Sheriff’s office.  
Sheriff Poulin indicated this will be a good benefit for Deputy Jenkins and good resolution for the 
County. 
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2019-403 MOVED BY COMMISSIONER MAHONEY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

SNIDER, TO ADJOURN 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Jeanne Pezet, Deputy County Clerk 
 
JMP/lml 
 

To Be Approved at Full Board Meeting on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 
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Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Susie Hughes, Chairman  Gary Foster, Vice Chair
Marcia Hovey-Wright  Robert Scolnik
Zach Lahring  I. John Snider II
Kenneth Mahoney  Rillastine R. Wilkins
Charles Nash   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 
Full Board Meeting  Tuesday, October 22, 2019 

  3:30 p.m.
 

Chairman Susie Hughes, Presiding 
 
The Full Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Susie 
Hughes. An invocation was given by Pastor Tim Cross, Living Word Church, 1551 Wood Street, 
Muskegon, MI 49442.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Nash and recited in 
unison.   
 
Roll Call 
Present: Gary Foster, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, 

Robert Scolnik, Rillastine R. Wilkins 
 

Excused: Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider II 
 
Also Present: Beth Dick, Finance Director/Assistant County Administrator 

Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk 
Jeanne Pezet, Deputy County Clerk 
Michael D. Homier, Corporate Counsel 

 
2019-404 APPROVE THE AGENDA ADDING ITEM 6. A. YMCA PRESENTATION, AND 

WITHDRAWING ITEM 10. B. RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SANCTUARY 
COUNTY DUE TO THE ABSENCE OF COMMISSIONER HOVEY-WRIGHT 
AND COMMISSIONER SNIDER 

 
Moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve the agenda 
adding item 6. A. YMCA Presentation, and withdrawing item 10. B. Resolution in Opposition to 
Sanctuary County due to the absence of Commissioner Hovey-Wright and Commissioner 
Snider. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
2019-405 APPROVE THE REGULAR AND CLOSED BOARD MINUTES OF OCTOBER 

8, 2019 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve the Regular 
and Closed Board Minutes of October 8, 2019. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
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YMCA PRESENTATION 
 
Kristen Wade, Human Resources Director, introduced Samuel Nedeau, YMCA Board Chief 
Volunteer Officer.  Mr. Nedeau presented a resolution to Sheriff Poulin in recognition of the 
support his department has provided to YMCA. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (on an agenda item) 
 
Sheriff Poulin addressed the Board asking that his proposed 2% raise be pulled from the 
agenda and the funds be applied to the Sheriff’s training budget.  Sheriff Poulin further 
addressed resolutions received by Commissioners in reference to his duties.  Sheriff Poulin 
stated that he is bound to support state laws and the Constitution when he took his oath of 
office.   
 
Community Members (Tammy Barnhart, Anna Derouin, Linda Dykstra, Jim Riley, Laurel Gravlin 
and Mary Greve) addressed the Board in opposition to the 2% raise for Elected Officials  and/or 
the removal of 10. B. Resolution in Opposition to Sanctuary County. 
 
Kip Smith thanked Commissioners for supporting Chairman’s Report items D. USS Silversides 
Submarine Museum Lecture & Film Series Monday, November 4th – 6 p.m.; E. Turkey 
Trail Run 5K – Gillett Nature Center  Saturday, November 9th – 9 a.m.  Mr. Smith also 
addressed Commissioner Lahring stating PA 269 2015 prohibits him from displaying 
campaign materials and asked that he put his hat away.  
 
Chairman Hughes noted US Code Title 4 asks that you remove your hats while a flag is 
in view and asked audience members to remove their hats. 
 
Glen Evans expressed disappointment in behavior of Commission expressing that no 
human is illegal.  When it was noted that that item is no longer on the agenda, Mr. 
Evans continued verbally attacking a Commissioners.  Chairman Hughes asked that Mr. 
Evans be physically removed from the meeting.  
 
Additional public comments will be made at the end of the meeting since audience 
members agreed their comments no longer concern an agenda item. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following Communications were provided to Commissioners for information and will be 
placed on file: 
 

A. Bay County Resolution:  Opposition to County Commissioner “Non-Partisan” 
Candidate 

 
B. Lapeer County Board Resolution:  Support of Line 5 Tunnel 

 
COMMITTEE/BOARD REPORTS 
 
The Community Development/Strategic Planning Committee met on October 15, 2019.  There 
were no action items presented. 
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2019-406 CREATE TWO AIRPORT MAINTENANCE WORKER POSITIONS (NO-00180; 

$16.633 -$20.957/HR.) TO PROVIDE IMPROVED AIRFIELD AND LANDSIDE 
MAINTENANCE STAFFING.  FURTHERMORE, MOVE TO UNFUND THE 
AIRPORT MAINTENANCE WORKER POSITION #N08002 UPON THE 
RETIREMENT OF THE INCUMBENT IN THE POSITION 

TR19/10-26  
The Transportation Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Wilkins, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to create two Airport Maintenance Worker positions (NO-00180; $16.633 -
$20.957/hr.) to provide improved airfield and landside maintenance staffing.  Furthermore, move 
to unfund the Airport Maintenance Worker position #N08002 upon the retirement of the 
incumbent in the position. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-407 APPROVE LEASE AMENDMENT NO. 6 TO LEASE GS-05P-LMI17680 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND THE GSA-TSA, EXTENDING THE CURRENT 
LEASE AGREEMENT FOR A 1 YEAR/SIX MONTHS, FIRM TERM AND 
FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE CHAIR TO EXECUTE THE LEASE AMENDMENT 

TR19/10-27  
The Transportation Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Wilkins, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve lease amendment No. 6 to lease GS-05P-LMI17680 between the 
County and the GSA-TSA, extending the current lease agreement for a 1 year/six months, firm 
term and further authorize the Chair to execute the lease amendment. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-408 APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE OF $2,873,551.09, 

COVERING THE PERIOD OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2019 THROUGH OCTOBER 3, 
2019 FOR CHECKS AS PRESENTED BY THE COUNTY CLERK 

WM19/10-130  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve payment of the accounts payable of $2,873,551.09, covering the 
period of September 20, 2019 through October 3, 2019 for checks as presented by the County 
Clerk.    
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Kenneth Mahoney, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Zack Lahring, Charles Nash 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-409 APPROVE ADOPTION OF THE 2019 APPORTIONMENT REPORT AS 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE MUSKEGON COUNTY 
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT 

WM19/10-132  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve adoption of the 2019 Apportionment Report as prepared and 
submitted by the Muskegon County Equalization Department. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-410 AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF SURPLUS ITEMS THOUGH MIEDEMA 

AUCTIONEERING, INC. 
WM19/10-133  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to authorize the sale of surplus items though Miedema Auctioneering, Inc. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-411 AUTHORIZE A ONE YEAR EXTENSION ON THE CONTRACT WITH JONES 

LANG LASALLE, LLC. 
 
WM19/10-134  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to authorize a one year extension on the contract with Jones Lang LaSalle, 
LLC. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-412 APPROVE THE RESOLUTION URGING OUR GOVERNOR TO RESTORE 

FUNDING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES AND 
ENERGY (EGLE) BUDGET 

WM19/10-135  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve the resolution urging our Governor to Restore Funding to the 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) Budget.   
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-413 VOTE ON THE SALARY INCREASE OF 2% FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

SEPARATELY 
 
Moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by Commissioner Lahring, to vote on the salary 
increase of 2% for Elected Officials by individual office. 
 
County Clerk Waters addressed the Board requesting a ruling by Corporate Counsel if an 
elected official can refuse to accept a raise or if they have to accept the raise and then donate it 
after receiving it.   
 
Commissioner Nash asked the same indicating that the raise is not to a person but to an office 
and next year is an election that the same people may not hold that position.  
 
Commissioner Scolnik indicated that Commissioner Nash brought up a different point of view.  
Chairman Hughes suggested this motion be tabled. 
 



Muskegon County Board of Commissioners    October 22, 2019             221 
Full Board Meeting    3:30 p.m. 
 
Discussion ensued. Beth Dick, Finance Director/Assistant County Administrator noted this 
motion cannot be tables because this has to come before the Board before November 1st and 
the next meeting of the Board is not until November 5th. 
 
Commissioner Scolnik withdrew his motion.  Commissioner Scolnik noted the 2% increase 
for 3 years was agreed to by all employees in exchange for reducing pension benefits. 
 
2019-414 APPROVE A SALARY INCREASE OF 2.0% FOR THE SHERIFF, COUNTY 

CLERK, COUNTY TREASURER, REGISTER OF DEEDS, PROSECUTOR AND 
DRAIN COMMISSIONER ABOVE THEIR CURRENT SALARY TO BE 
EFFECTIVE THE FIRST PAY IN JANUARY 2020 

WM19/10-131  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, seconded by 
Vice Chair Foster, to approve a salary increase of 2.0% for the Sheriff, County Clerk, County 
Treasurer, Register of Deeds, Prosecutor and Drain Commissioner above their current salary to 
be effective the first pay in January 2020.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Zack Lahring, Gary Foster 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 
 
2019-415 REVOKE THE APPOINTMENT OF ANDREW MANN TO THE BUILDING 

AUTHORITY 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to revoke the 
appointment of Andrew Mann to the Building Authority.   
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 

 
B. Resolution in Opposition to Sanctuary County Removed from Agenda 

 
Chairman Susie Hughes announced the following events; 
 

C. Appraisal Fair at the Muskegon Museum of Art on Saturday, October 26th 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ($15 per item) 

 https://muskegonartmuseum.org/event/appraisal‐fair/ 
 
D. USS Silversides Submarine Museum Lecture & Film Series concludes on 

Monday, November 4th at 6 p.m. 
https://web.muskegon.org/events/2019‐Fall‐Film‐and‐Lecture‐Series‐8896/details 

 
E. Turkey Trail Run 5K at PJ Hoffmaster Park, Gillett Nature Center, will take 

place on Saturday, November 9th at 9 a.m. 
 https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Muskegon/TurkeyTrail5KatHoffmaster 
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Commissioner Mahoney provided an update on the Accommodation Tax Advisory 
Board noting the County is on track to collect the same or better than last year and 
stated we will need an additional dock for the additional cruise traffic scheduled for 
2020.  Commissioner Mahoney noted that the new Muskegon Visitors Guide will soon 
be distributed throughout the Midwest. 
 
Commissioner Scolnik reported that the Muskegon District Library Board approved the 
purchase of a new book mobile.  He also announced that a new library will be moving to 
the strip mall on Apple Avenue near Mr. B’s.   
 
Commissioner Lahring reported that the Fair Board adopted a new Committee 
consisting of MSUE and the Public Health Department to address education and 
entrepreneurial opportunities at the Fairgrounds.  
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

A. Calendar Reminder:  Next Meeting is November 5th, no meeting next week 
 

County Clerk Waters reminded everyone that November 5th is Election Day and encouraged 
everyone who has an election in their area to get out and vote. 
 
2019-416 APPROVE THE 2ND ONE YEAR RENEWAL OPTION FOR THE MEMORANDUM 

OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE STATE OF MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES FOR THE PROCESSING OF COUNTY CHILD 
CARE FUND FOSTER CARE PAYMENTS OUT OF THE LANSING ACCOUNTING 
SERVICE CENTER FOR THE PERIOD FROM OCTOBER 1, 2019 TO 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2020 AND AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO 
SIGN THE AGREEMENT CONTINGENT UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE 
BUREAU OF GRANTS AND PURCHASING OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN AND 
RECEIPT OF THE FINAL DOCUMENT 

 
The Administrator recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Commissioner 
Mahoney, to approve the 2nd one year renewal option for the Memorandum of Understanding 
with the State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services for the processing of 
County Child Care Fund foster care payments out of the Lansing Accounting Service Center for 
the period from October 1, 2019 to September 20, 2020 and authorize the County Administrator 
to sign the agreement contingent upon the approval of the Bureau of Grants and Purchasing of 
the State of Michigan and receipt of the final document. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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OLD BUSINESS  
 
2019-417 THAT THE COUNTY OF MUSKEGON SHALL NOT BECOME A SANCTUARY 

COUNTY AND THAT THE RESIDENTS OF MUSKEGON COUNTY SHALL BE 
OUR PRIMARY CONCERN 

 
Moved by Vice Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Lahring and Commissioner Wilkins, 
that the County of Muskegon shall not become a Sanctuary County and that the residents of 
Muskegon County shall be our primary concern. 
 
Commissioner Nash noted this has been pulled from the agenda but would vote on it. Chairman 
Hughes indicated this is old business. 
 
Commission Scolnik asked if this was the same wording as the resolution pulled from the 
agenda.  Vice Chair Foster said it is not the same wording. 
 
Commissioner Mahoney noted he was sad that the Commission is dealing with this issue that 
divides citizens one against another over an issue the County does not control.   
 
Commissioner Nash agreed with Commissioner Mahoney and stated that, if everyone listened 
to the Sheriff, Muskegon County cannot become a Sanctuary County and further stated this is 
embarrassing and it needs to stop. 
 
Commissioner Wilkins indicated that she wanted to correct the problem because we are not a 
Sanctuary County and we don’t need it.     
 
Chairman Hughes stated because we have two Commissioners who are not here it was too 
important which is why the original motion was pulled but it has come up again so it will go to a 
vote. 
 
Commissioner Scolnik indicated that he did not know that the resolution was being pulled but it 
is a non-issue.   
 
Commissioner Mahoney asked why we would do a resolution for a problem that doesn’t exist. 
 
Chairman Hughes noted this began out of a resolution brought before the Board by 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright and got blown into something totally different. 
 
Commissioner Wilkins asked how do we get a solution and resolve the problem.  Commissioner 
Wilkins asked to remove her second to remove the issue. 
 
Commissioner Lahring indicated if the Board is tired of dealing with this, let’s vote and be done 
with it. 
 
Discussion ensued. Corporate Counsel and Chairman Hughes determined the withdrawal of 
support by Commission Wilkins ended debate and the motion failed without vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
There was no new business to come before the Board. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Several citizens addressed the Board in support of and/or in opposition to Muskegon becoming 
a Sanctuary County.   
 
Several citizens addressed the Board in opposition to the 2% raise for the elected officials. 
  
Larry Hart addressed the Board refusing to remove his hat as a political statement.  Mr. Hart 
held up signs threatening to post in each Commissioner’s yard when anything supporting a 
Sanctuary County is approved.  Mr. Hart was removed from the Boardroom for threatening 
Commissioners. 
 
Some attendees addressed issues of being accused of being a communist on one 
Commissioner’s Facebook page and asked that that Commissioner be censored. 
 
Laura Fitzpatrick, of the Muskegon County Health Project and Coalition for a Drug-free 
Muskegon, stated she was struck by the contrast of the unity during the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag followed by the comments by audience members.  Ms. Fitzpatrick thanked the Board 
and other departments in Muskegon County for their leadership to reduce drugs for youth.  Ms. 
Fitzpatrick also introduced Rachel McCoy, staff member from Drug-free Muskegon. 
 
Rachel McCoy, Coalition for a Drug-free Muskegon, provided an update on events.  Ms. McCoy 
thanked Commissioners for the approved ordinance to prohibit sale of e-cigs to minors and 
reminded everyone of the medication disposal program on Saturday, October 26th from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Muskegon City Fire Department and other locations around the community. 
 
Rachel Cereska addressed the issue of the Health West deficit and misinformation posted 
online claiming $10 million debt to the County when it is a running deficit due to a lag between 
billing the Federal and State government and being paid for those services.  Ms. Cereska 
expressed concern that there are a lot of residents that rely on Health West and the services 
they provide that are not provided elsewhere. 
 
2019-418 GO INTO CLOSED SESSION:  PURSUANT TO MCL 15.268(H): TO 

DISCUSS A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
Moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Vice Chair Foster, to go into Closed Session:  
Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h): To Discuss a Settlement Agreement 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
Went into closed session at:  5:31 p.m. 
 
Returned to open session at:  5:41 p.m. 
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2019-419 APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT OF GRIEVANCE #03-12-19-FOPL-167 IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $27,708.52 
 
Moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve the settlement 
of Grievance #03-12-19-FOPL-167 in the amount of $27,708.52. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  Marcia Hovey-Wright, I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-420 MOVED BY COMMISSIONER MAHONEY, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

NASH, TO ADJOURN 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk 
 
NAW/jmp 
 

To Be Approved at Full Board Meeting on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 
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Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Susie Hughes, Chairman  Gary Foster, Vice Chair 
Marcia Hovey-Wright  Robert Scolnik 
Zach Lahring  I. John Snider II 
Kenneth Mahoney  Rillastine R. Wilkins 
Charles Nash   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 

Full Board Meeting  Tuesday, November 12, 2019  
  3:34 p.m. 

 

Chairman Susie Hughes, Presiding 
 
The Full Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairman Susie Hughes. An invocation was given by Pastor Chris Sandford, 
Ambassadors Church, 1333 Evanston Avenue, Muskegon MI 49442.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Commissioner Mahoney and recited in unison.   
 
Roll Call 
Present: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring,  

Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, Rillastine R. Wilkins 
 

Excused: I. John Snider II  
 
Also Present:  Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator  

Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk    
Jeanne Pezet, Deputy County Clerk 
Linda Schutter, Deputy County Clerk 
Kathy Tharp, Executive Assistant 
Michael D. Homier, Corporate Counsel 
 

 

2019-421 APPROVE THE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to approve the agenda. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
2019-422 APPROVE THE REGULAR BOARD MINUTES OF OCTOBER 22, 2019 
 
Moved by Vice-Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the 
Regular Board Minutes of October 22, 2019. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
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PUBLIC COMMENT (on an agenda item) 
 
Tony Barnes, Dalton Township Supervisor, Heidi Tice, Fruitport Charter Township 
Supervisor, and  Marcia Jeske, Fruitland Township Supervisor, addressed the Board in 
opposition to Agenda Item #9B, the Senior Millage. 
 
Tammy Barnhard, Muskegon County citizen, addressed the Board regarding tabling 
Agenda Item #9B, the Senior Millage.  She also requested more information regarding 
several agenda items.  
 
Anna Derouin, Muskegon County citizen, addressed the Board regarding Agenda item 
#11. 
 
2019-423 APPROVE THE CLOSED SESSION BOARD MINUTES OF OCTOBER 

22, 2019 
 
Moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to approve the Closed 
Session Board Minutes of October 22, 2019.   
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The following Communications were provided to Commissioners for information and will 
be placed on file: 
 

A. Otsego County Resolution:  Support of Line 5 Tunnel 
B. Lapeer County Resolution: Support of 4-Year Terms for County 

Commissioners 
C. Alger County Resolutions:  1) Opposition to Trial Court Funding 

Commission Interim Report 2) Support Passage of House Bill 4590 
D. Kalkaska County Resolution: Opposing Legislation to Prevent County 

Commissioner Candidates from Disclosing Party Affiliation on Ballots 
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COMMITTEE/BOARD REPORTS 
 
2019-424 APPROVE THE PROSECUTOR TO APPLY FOR THE STOP VIOLENCE 

AGAINST WOMEN GRANT. 
 
CPS19/11-53  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner 
Wilkins, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve the Prosecutor to apply for the 
STOP Violence Against Women grant. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
 
2019-425 APPROVE THE MUSKEGON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO 

ACCEPT THE FY20 BRYNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG), 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MICHIGAN STATE POLICE FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF BODY WORN CAMERAS AND CRUISER CAMERAS 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $213,829.00 FROM WATCHGUARD 
CONTINGENT UPON THE FEDERAL GRANTOR AGENCY’S 
APPROVAL OTHERWISE AUTHORIZE GOING OUT FOR BID FOR 
THESE ITEMS. 

 
CPS19/11–54  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner 
Wilkins, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve the Muskegon County Sheriff’s 
Office to accept the FY20 Bryne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG), administered by the 
Michigan State Police for the purchase of body worn cameras and cruiser cameras in 
the amount of $213,829.00 from WatchGuard contingent upon the federal grantor 
agency’s approval otherwise authorize going out for bid for these items. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-426 APPROVE ACCEPTANCE OF THE FY2020 STRATEGIC TRAFFIC 
ENFORCEMENT GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $52,190.00 (PT-20-32). 

 
CPS19/11–55  
The Courts and Public Safety Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner 
Wilkins, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve acceptance of the FY2020 
Strategic Traffic Enforcement Grant in the amount of $52,190.00 (PT-20-32). 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 

 
 
2019-427 APPROVE ALLOCATING 25% OF THE ANNUAL SENIOR MILLAGE 

FUNDS TO THE LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES TO COORDINATE AND 
PROVIDE SERVICES, PROGRAMS, AND/OR ACTIVITIES FOR 
SENIORS IN THEIR JURISDICTION. EACH MUNICIPALITY WOULD 
RECEIVE A BASE FUNDING OF $3,500 AND ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
BASED ON THE POPULATION OF SENIORS IN THE MUNICIPALITY.  
TO ACCEPT THE OPTIONAL FUNDING EACH MUNICIPALITY MUST 
PRESENT A 1-2 PAGE PLAN APPROVED BY THEIR GOVERNING 
ENTITY AND ENDORSED BY THE JURISDICTIONAL COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER(S). 

 
HS19/11-30   
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to approve allocating 25% of the annual senior millage 
funds to the local municipalities to coordinate and provide services, programs, and/or 
activities for seniors in their jurisdiction. Each municipality would receive a base funding 
of $3,500 and additional funding based on the population of seniors in the municipality.  
To accept the optional funding each municipality must present a 1-2 page plan 
approved by their governing entity and endorsed by the jurisdictional County 
Commissioner(s). 
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2019-428 POSTPONE APPROVAL OF HS 19/11-30 
 
Moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Commisioner Hovey-Wright to 
postpone approval of HS 19/11-30.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Marcia Hovey-Wright, Kenneth Mahoney, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Gary Foster, Zack Lahring, Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik. 
 
Excused: I. John Snider               Motion Failed 
 
Roll Call: 2019-427 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, I. John Snider, II, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused: I. John Snider Motion Carried 
 
2019-429 APPROVE A FY20 SENIOR MILLAGE AWARD TO LIVING WORD 

CHURCH FOR $80,000 FOR THE INITIATION, COORDINATION AND 
PROVISION OF BOTH SNOW REMOVAL AND LAWN CARE 
SERVICES TO SENIORS IN MUSKEGON COUNTY WHO ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR THE PROGRAM SERVICES; AND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
DESIGNATED SENIOR MILLAGE GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR, 
SENIOR RESOURCES TO PROCEED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE PROGRAMS.   

 
HS19/11–31  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to approve a FY20 senior millage award to Living Word 
Church for $80,000 for the initiation, coordination and provision of both snow removal 
and lawn care services to seniors in Muskegon County who are eligible for the program 
services; and to authorize the designated Senior Millage Grants Administrator, Senior 
Resources to proceed with the administration of the programs.   
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-430 APPROVE ADJUSTING FY20 SENIOR MILLAGE AWARDS FROM 

PARTIAL YEAR FUNDING TO FULL YEAR FUNDING FOR 
MUSKEGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE/LAKESHORE FITNESS CENTER 
– NEXT STEPS PROGRAM TO $30,000; YMCA – VEGGIE VAN 
ACTIVITIES TO $55,000; AND TRINITY VILLAGE – MAJOR HOME 
REPAIRS (COUNTY-WIDE) TO $56,000 EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2019 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2020; AND TO AUTHORIZE THE 
DESIGNATED SENIOR MILLAGE GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR, 
SENIOR RESOURCES TO PROCEED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE PROGRAMS. 

 
HS19/11–32  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to approve adjusting FY20 senior millage awards from 
partial year funding to full year funding for Muskegon Community College/Lakeshore 
Fitness Center – Next Steps Program to $30,000; YMCA – Veggie Van activities to 
$55,000; and Trinity Village – Major home repairs (county-wide) to $56,000 effective 
October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020; and to authorize the designated Senior 
Millage Grants Administrator, Senior Resources to proceed with the administration of 
the programs. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash,  
 Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Zack Lahring 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-431 AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEALTH – MUSKEGON COUNTY TO AWARD 
THE DRINKING WATER LABORATORY ANALYSIS CONTRACT TO 
TRACE ANALYTICAL LABORATORIES FOR THE PERIOD OF 
OCTOBER 1, 2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2020, WITH A ONE 
YEAR RENEWAL OPTION, WITH NO EFFECT ON COUNTY GENERAL 
FUND. 

 
HS19/11–33  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to authorize Public Health – Muskegon County to award 
the drinking water laboratory analysis contract to Trace Analytical Laboratories for the 
period of October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020, with a one year renewal option, 
with no effect on county general fund. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 

 
 
2019-432 AUTHORIZE PUBLIC HEALTH TO ACCEPT FUNDING FROM THE 

LAKESHORE REGIONAL ENTITY IN THE AMOUNT OF $410,000 FOR 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION SERVICES IN MUSKEGON 
COUNTY EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2019 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2020; 
AND FURTHER AUTHORIZE THE PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR TO 
SIGN THE RELATED AGREEMENT. 

 
HS19/11–34  
The Human Services Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, 
seconded by Vice-Chair Foster, to authorize Public Health to accept funding from the 
Lakeshore Regional Entity in the amount of $410,000 for substance abuse prevention 
services in Muskegon County effective October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020; and 
further authorize the Public Health Director to sign the related agreement. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-433 APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE OF 
$22,862,996.35, COVERING THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 4, 2019 
THROUGH OCTOBER 24, 2019 FOR CHECKS AND SEPTEMBER 1, 
2019 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2019 FOR P-CARD AND EFT 
PAYMENTS AS PRESENTED BY THE COUNTY CLERK. 

 
WM19/11–136  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve payment of the Accounts Payable of 
$22,862,996.35, covering the period of October 4, 2019 through October 24, 2019 for 
checks and September 1, 2019 through September 30, 2019 for P-Card and EFT 
payments as presented by the County Clerk. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Kenneth Mahoney, Bob Scolnik,  
 Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: Zack Lahring, Charles Nash         
 
Excused: I. John Snider                       Motion Carried 
 
 
2019-434 APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF 2019 

REFUNDING BONDS.  
 
WM19/11 – 137  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve the Resolution Authorizing Issuance 
of 2019 Refunding Bonds.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-435 AUTHORIZE DELETION OF BUILDING MAINTENANCE ELECTRICIAN 
AND CREATE A BUILDING MAINTENANCE MECHANIC II POSITION. 

 
WM19/11–138  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize deletion of Building Maintenance 
Electrician and create a Building Maintenance Mechanic II position. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
 
2019-436 AUTHORIZE TO WAIVE THE RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL ON VACANT 

LOT AT 500 E. ELLIS ROAD AND AUTHORIZE BOARD CHAIR TO 
SIGN WAIVER. 

 
WM19/11–139  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize to waive the Right of First Refusal 
on vacant lot at 500 E. Ellis Road and authorize Board Chair to sign Waiver. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-437 AUTHORIZE TO ACCEPT OFFER OF PURCHASE OF COUNTY-
OWNED HOME AT 7875 WHITEHALL ROAD AND AUTHORIZE 
BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN PURCHASE AGREEMENT. 

 
WM19/11–140  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to authorize to accept Offer of Purchase of 
county-owned home at 7875 Whitehall Road and authorize Board Chair to sign 
Purchase Agreement.  
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
 
2019-438 APPROVE PAYMENT FROM THE DEPT. OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

FUND TOWARD THE COST OF PROPOSED WATER CONTROL 
STRUCTURE AT VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK CONTINGENT UPON 
EQUAL COMMITMENT FROM THE CITIES OF MUSKEGON AND 
NORTH MUSKEGON AND AMEND THE BUDGET ACCORDINGLY. 

 
WM19/11–141  
The Ways and Means Committee recommends, moved by Commissioner Scolnik, 
seconded by Commissioner Mahoney, to approve payment from the Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs Fund toward the cost of Proposed Water Control Structure at Veterans Memorial 
Park contingent upon equal commitment from the Cities of Muskegon and North 
Muskegon and amend the budget accordingly. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT/COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORTS 
 
2019-439 
 

A. A ceremony was held at Veteran’s Memorial Park in Honor of Veteran’s 
Day as well as a Veteran’s Day Salute at Muskegon Community College.  
https://www.muskegoncc.edu/veterans-day/ 

B. Tomorrow, Wednesday, November 13th from 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm everyone 
is welcome to visit the Muskegon Heights Library, 2808 Sanford Street, 
Muskegon Heights, MI 49444, as the Lakeshore Museum Center presents 
the free event, “Hats with History!”  https://lakeshoremuseum.org/calendar/ 

C. From November 5th through December 12th at 7:00 pm feel free to stop in 
and watch the Mystery of the Christmas Star - a 30-minute show at the 
Carr-Fles Planetarium at Muskegon Community College in Room 1072.  
https://www.muskegoncc.edu/mathphysical-sciences/carr-fles-
planetarium/ 

D. The Muskegon Museum of Art’s 15th Annual Festival of Trees runs from 
November 20th through December 1st.  https://lakeshoremuseum.org/ 
calendar/ 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
2019-440 APPROVE A CONTINGENT FEE AGREEMENT WITH STEPHEN L. 

GRIMM, P.C., AND AUTHORIZE THE BOARD CHAIR TO SIGN. 
 
 
The Administrator recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by 
Commissioner Hovey-Wright, to approve a Contingent Fee Agreement with Stephen L. 
Grimm, P.C., and Authorize the Board Chair to Sign.   
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II Motion Carried 
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2019-441 APPROVE THE ADOPTION OF THE REVISED 2019 APPORTIONMENT 
REPORT AS PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY THE MUSKEGON 
COUNTY EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT. 

 
The Administrator recommends, moved by Commissioner Nash, seconded by 
Commissioner Wilkins, to approve the Adoption of the Revised 2019 Apportionment 
Report as Prepared and Submitted by the Muskegon County Equalization Department. 
 
County Clerk Nancy A. Waters explained the adjustment was due to failure of the White 
Lake Authority millage renewal.   
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II             Motion Carried 
 

 
2019-442 APPROVE AN INCREASE TO THE SHERIFF’S PURCHASE ORDER 

WITH WELLPATH TO COVER AN INVOICE IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$76,287. 

 
The Administrator recommends, moved by Commissioner Wilkins, seconded by 
Commissioner Mahoney, to approve an Increase to the Sheriff’s Purchase Order with 
Wellpath to Cover an Invoice in the Amount of $76,287. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II             Motion Carried 
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2019-443 APPROVE THE ADDENDUM TO THE JUNE 24, 2003 VETERANS 
MEMORIAL PARK MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
COUNTY OF MUSKEGON, CITY OF MUSKEGON AND CITY OF 
NORTH MUSKEGON. 

 
The Administrator recommends, moved by Commissioner Mahoney, seconded by Vice- 
Chair Foster, to approve the Addendum to the June 24, 2003 Veterans Memorial Park 
Maintenance Agreement between the County of Muskegon, City of Muskegon and City 
of North Muskegon. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II             Motion Carried 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
None. 
 
Chairman Hughes indicated that at the last Board meeting, people were not acting friendly, they 
made remarks and poor judgments of our residents and that this behavior will not be tolerated in 
the Board Meetings. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Tony Barnes, Dalton Township Supervisor, thanked the Commissioners for the Senior 
Millage funds, thanked them for their work regarding it, but thought that it was short-
sighted of them since they gave the Supervisors no opportunity to discuss how to use 
the funds.   
 
Dale Freeman, Chair of the Michigan Interagency Migrant Services Committee, Policy 
and Advocacy Civil Rights Subcommittee, addressed the Board regarding opposition to 
the resolution regarding Muskegon not becoming a sanctuary county.   
 
Ana Olson, Muskegon County citizen, informed the Board that she was overwhelmed by 
the experience at the last Commissioner’s meeting.  She was afraid to leave the 
courthouse.  She said that the color of her skin does not define her, it is only part of her 
story.  She is a resident, she owns a home, works 40 hours a week, pays taxes, 
volunteers, but due to the color of her skin she is discriminated against.  She feels that 
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this happened because in bringing this kind of resolution, it allows people to feel it’s 
okay to be rude to her because of the color of her skin. 
 
Tammy Barnhard, Muskegon County resident, inquired about the $80,000 to the Living 
Word Church was for that was just approved, Agenda Item #9B, Human Services 
Motion HS19/11-31:  to approve a FY20 senior millage award to Living Word Church for 
$80,000 for the initiation, coordination and provision of both snow removal and lawn 
care services to seniors in Muskegon County who are eligible for the program services; 
and to authorize the designated Senior Millage Grants Administrator, Senior Resources 
to procced with the administration of the programs.  She also inquired about the reason 
for the closed session meeting. . 
 
Commissioner Hovey Wright explained regarding Agenda Item #9B, that people have to 
apply to receive funds and then the money is transferred to the Living Word Church (to 
provide the service). She clarified that each township would receive $3500, plus an 
amount per senior resident. 
 
Chairman Hughes expressed appreciation regarding the Living Word Church taking on 
the responsibility since they were the only vendor to respond to the request for proposal 
(RFP). 
 
Commissioner Nash wanted to clear up any misconceptions re decision making 
process, that any items on the agenda are  discussed during the committee meeting. 
 
Commissioner Lahring, further explained regarding the $80,000 to the Living Word 
Church, that it is a county-wide program so all county senior residence can apply.  It is 
income-based.  Commissioner Lahring reiterated Commissioner Nash’s statement that 
this was discussed at length and it was not a rash decision. 
 
Commissioner Wilkins thanked Mrs. Moore for this program. 
 
 
2019-444 GO INTO CLOSED SESSION:  PURSUANT TO MCL 15.268(H): TO 

DISCUSS A WRITTEN CONFIDENTIAL LEGAL OPINION. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Wilkins, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to go into Closed 
Session:  Pursuant to MCL 15.268(h): To Discuss a Written Confidential Legal Opinion. 
 

Roll Call: 
 
Yes: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Zack Lahring, Kenneth Mahoney,  
 Charles Nash, Bob Scolnik, Rillastine Wilkins, Susie Hughes 
 
No: None 
 
Excused:  I. John Snider, II             Motion Carried 
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Went into closed session at:  4:33 p.m. 
 
Returned to open session at:  4:52 p.m. 
 

2019-445 APPROVE RECOMMENDATION OF CORPORATE COUNSEL 
 
Moved by Chairman Hughes, seconded by Vice-Chair Foster to accept the 
recommendation of Corporate Counsel as discussed in closed session. 
 
Voice Vote:                Motion Carried 
 

2019-446 MOVED BY VICE-CHAIR FOSTER, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 
HOVEY-WRIGHT, TO ADJOURN 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:53 p.m. 
 

 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk 
 
NAW/lss 
 

To Be Approved at Full Board Meeting on Thursday, November 21, 2019 
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Muskegon County 
Board of Commissioners 

Hall of Justice, 990 Terrace, 4th Floor 
Muskegon, MI 49442 

Susie Hughes, Chairman  Gary Foster, Vice Chair 
Marcia Hovey-Wright  Robert Scolnik 
Zach Lahring  I. John Snider II 
Kenneth Mahoney  Rillastine R. Wilkins 
Charles Nash   
   

Board Minutes may be found on the web at http://co.muskegon.mi.us/clerk 

Full Board Meeting  Tuesday, December 19, 2019  
  3:30 p.m. 

Chairman Susie Hughes, Presiding 
 
The Full Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners was called to order by Chairman Susie 
Hughes. An invocation was given by Pastor Nate Parsekian, Shores Community Church, 3800 
Lake Harbor Road, Norton Shores, Michigan 49441.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Commissioner Nash and recited in unison.   
 
Roll Call 
 
Present: Gary Foster, Marcia Hovey-Wright, Susie Hughes, Zach Lahring,  

Kenneth Mahoney, Charles Nash, Robert Scolnik, Rillastine R. Wilkins 
 

Excused: I. John Snider II 
 
Also present: Mark Eisenbarth, County Administrator  

Nancy A. Waters, County Clerk    
Linda Schutter, Deputy County Clerk 
Michael D. Homier, Corporate Counsel 
Ivan Phillips, Information Systems Director 
 

 
2019-481 APPROVE THE AGENDA 
 
Moved by Vice-Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Nash, to approve the agenda. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
 
 
2019-482 APPROVE THE REGULAR AND CLOSED BOARD MINUTES OF DECEMBER 

10, 2019 
 
Moved by Vice-Chair Foster, seconded by Commissioner Hovey-Wright, to approve the Regular 
and Closed Board Minutes of December 10, 2019. 
 
Voice vote      Motion Carried 
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